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Thursday, 18 May 1995

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths) took the Chair at 2.30 pm, and read prayers.

MOTION - URGENCY
Education System

THE PRESIDENT (lion Clive Griffiths): I advise that I have received the following
letter addressed to me dated 18 May 1995 -

Dear Mr President
At today's sitting, it is my intention to move under SO 72 that the House, at its
rising adjourn until 9.O0am on December 25, 1995 for the purpose of discussing a
growing concern that the Minister for Education is incapable of administering the
State's education system. This is particularly highlighted by the mounting
concern of TAFE lecturers that Government actions are placing in jeopardy this
entire section of State education.
Yours sincerely
John Halden MLC

In order for this matter to be discussed, it will be necessary for at least four members to
indicate that they support the proposition by rising in their places.
[At least four members rose in their places.]
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [2.34 pm]: I
move -

That the House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am on 25 December.
Although we are told repeatedly by this Government that we are experiencing an
economic boom, we do not see the average people of this State deriving many benefits
from it. We see job cuts, education cuts, rising state government taxes and charges and
general uncertainty. Our education system is in crisis. This crisis cannot be blamed on
either the previous Labor Government or the Federal Labor Government - as other
Ministers and this Minister have attempted to do in the past. The crisis in education is a
direct result of the activities of the Minister for Education. It is a result of his
insensitivity in dealing with people; his inability to manage his portfolio; his
incompetence; and his general ideology, which drives him to ensure the Government
initiatives, such as workplace agreements, are the focus of our education system. Most
importantly, and very unfortunately, the Minister repeatedly receives particularly poor
advice.
Having just come from the rally outside this building where TAFE lecturers amnassed, I
know of one point made which drew unanimous and thundering applause; that is, the
comment that the management of the TAFE system is poor, atrocious and autocratic.
There seemed to be universal acclaim for that point. Last week I asked the Minister for
Education whether he could individually identify by name any of the 30 000 people who
worked within his portfolio responsibility who were not in industrial conflict with him at
that time. The tragedy is that few people are not in conflict with him in any of his
portfolios.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: They would be sacked.
The PRESIDENT: Order! There is far too much audible conversation and it must cease.
The member must be listened to without any interruption.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: For five months teachers in the primary and secondary schools in
our State have been endeavouring to discuss and negotiate a log of claims with this
Minister. Public servants have instituted work bans in the Education Department. TAFE



lecturers today rallied outside Parliament House to express concerns about the direction
in which this Minister is takting TAFE. Cleaners are shortly likely to be in industrial
action with this Minister and this Government as a result of announcements yesterday
that the Minister and the Government were considering privatising all cleaning services.
How much longer will it be before the gardeners are in conflict with the Government? At
the same time as the Minister might say that this is some industrial campaign instituted
by the Australian Labor Party or the labour movement generally, we know that even
parents have called for the resignation of this Minister through their peak organisation.
This Minister has the confidence of nobody. The great tragedy - I have said it before and
I will keep saying it - is that the burden of this incompetence is placed directly upon
students. There is no sector in the Education Department that is currently not in conflict
with the Minister and not gravely concerned about what the Minister is proposing to do
and about job security. The effect is that there is grave disquiet and low morale, and
people are directed more to issues other than education, about their continuing
employment and livelihood prospects.
In this place by way of question and debate we have seen that, in the field of training, the
Minister is acting on a whole series of fronts without any legislative authority. No
legislation exists for the State Training Board. He has charged ahead of that legislation,
personally instituting policy without the legislative framework to achieve it. It is a
breach of the law. The Office of Industrial Training is not carrying out its responsibilities
under its Act. With the institution of autonomous, independent colleges, the Colleges
Act has been amended to incorporate that requirement. This Minister, in the sound
knowledge that he has the numbers, carries on regardless, smugly, authoritatively - but
regardless.
He makes a mockery of this place. The only thing that protects him are the members
who sit opposite - and his colleagues for 104 years in this place. He knows the only
recourse is to the Supreme Court, an action that is quite obviously not open to the
average participant in the educational field.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: The Government is flush with funds.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It is indeed. In TAFE there is a crisis. We have seen massive
restructuring. I do not want the Minister to say I did not raise this. It has gone on for a
decade: It has gone on for too long. When in opposition, he told us repeatedly that
restructuring is destructive, and yet, having told us that ad infinitum, what does he do?
He institutes a restructuring of head office and of the colleges in regard to devolution, the
delivery of courses, gardening services and cleaning services, and realigns courses, and
all to cause absolute confusion and disharmony within the system, in spite of the high
moral ground he took when in opposition. The Minister decided it was appropriate to
realign courses, so that instead of having them throughout the metropolitan area so they
could be accessed by students with relative ease and comfort, he centralised them at one
campus. There may some economic rationalist reasons for that, but the reality is that
some young students without drivers' licences might have to catch four buses to get to
TAFE. We must have an educational system that is open to people. We cannot have one
that requires students to leave home at six o'clock in the morning in order to reach TAFE
by 8.30. That is ludicrous. What has the Minister done with the resources that have
closed down? They sit gathering dust. This is all in the name of economic efficiency.
Economic efficiency is one thing, but the most important process is the access to the
system by students.
The external studies unit has been disbanded and placed in the colleges. This means, as
people fear, that colleges will lose the focus of external studies. It will not be the priority
that it would be if it were allowed to stay as a separate entity with the particular expertise
that was developed over many decades.
There is more to the Minister's agenda. The aim of the Minister, ably backed up by the
Director General of Education, is to casualise TAFE's work force. In December he made
a callous approach by intimidating casual lecturers by providing them with workplace
agreements, predominantly on a sign or resign basis. The enormous uncertainty
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continues today. Morale in the TAPE sector, as reported to me, is extremely low. People
will not complain, nor suggest improvements, nor advance ideas because at the end of the
year they will have to sign workplace agreements. The career structure that the
temporaries enjoyed, that had been developed through the award system, is now in
tatters. We see a career structure for managers and not lecturers, and a strict delineation
between teaching staff and managers. Opportunities for teachers to progress into
management structures have been severely limited. It has been reported to me that
associate directors have been told, if not collectively most definitely individually, that
their jobs are going and they will be replaced by people from the Eastern States brought
in to run TAPE colleges. Those people will not necessarily have TAPE or educational
experience qualifications but managerial qualifications. They will have no knowledge of
TAPE and the culture of what they are doing. I have nothing against people being
competent managers. I advance that cause on all occasions, but they must have some
knowledge of the primary focus. That has been lost, because the primary focus of TAFE
is to deliver education.
We see this also in competition. I do not necessarily disagree with competition from the
private sector. However, we know that the Western Australian Department of Training
has been advised to assist private sector companies at no cost. All costs associated with
TAFE involved in that tendering process must be delineated.
Hon N.F. Moore: Never let the truth ruin a good story.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Maybe it is like the cages the Minister set up around the school
rationalisation unit in head office. I am advised that in a number of cases where the
lowest tender was from TAPE, it was not awarded the contract. Tendering is one thing
and there are advantages to it but - and this goes back to my point about education and
industrial training and the new accreditation regime that exists - there must be
monitoring. At the moment we are heading down the path of self-monitoring. That was
not terribly beneficial to those young people involved in the aeronautical course when it
collapsed. There was no protection in the private sector for those young people. This
Minister does not propose to introduce any legislation to protect students attending such
courses in a similar way to the legislation for overseas students.
Hon N.F. Moore: Why didn't you do something about it?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The changes came in when Hon Norman Moore was Minister.
He sits in the Minister's chair. It is in total conflict with him.
Hon N.F. Moore: Just keep reading your speech.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am not reading the speech. The Minister's intellect is equal to
that of Hon Ross Lightfoot.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The member should address his comments to me.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: We have uncertainty on all fronts with this Minister, who has
devised a system the aim of which is to destroy the award system. That is how he says he
will achieve flexibility in the work force. That is what he is striving for in the TAFE,
primary and secondary education sectors. The 1992 memorandum developed through the
award system offered flexibility and a change of work practices, the opportunity to
advance the curriculum, and the opportunity for there to be a competitive atmosphere and
a truly reasonable arrangement for private providers to develop our educational system
on all fronts. That has not been taken up by the Minister in any thorough, comprehensive
or reasonable way. The Minister has perpetually attacked the award system. Members
w~ill be aware that recently 169 temporary lecturers with teachers' qualifications were
given permanency by the Industrial Relations Commission. The Minister has continually
attacked that decision. The Minister wants to attack the unions by getting them to spend
money and diverting their attention from his main game - the destruction of a system and
the work force and running down the educational sector. We have always thought that
our TAPE system would help the average Western Australian to reach his or her potential
through the government policy of equity of access and government funding to the TAFE
sector. That opportunity for people is running down. It is running down not only by
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virtue of the Minister's actions but also by his limiting people's access to basic facilities
on campus.
The Minister is developing a two tier system that will be available to those who can
afford it and not to those who cannot. A reasonable belief in the community since the
1970s has been that education must be available to all because at the end of the day that
will benefit the whole system. This Minister has caused the system to go through a rapid
change, which has not necessarily been for anyone's benefit except, I suggest, for those
who manage the TAPE system to further their career opportunities. The Minister is
leading the educational system into disaster.
HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Education) [2.50 pm]: Having
just heard a speech presumably written by Mr Quinn or one of his colleagues and
delivered by Mr Halden in this House, I respond in these terms -
Hon John Halden: You are wrong already.
Hon N.F. MOORE: The Leader of the Opposition read it; I watched him read it.
Normally he does not have to read speeches. When he does not make speeches off the
cuff, he does not have his heart in the issue. I think the Leader of the Opposition's
problem is that he agrees with what is going on.
Hon John Halden: Ask me to table it, then.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon N.F. MOORE: The Leader of the Opposition has suggested that in some way I have
breached the law. I would like him to provide evidence of that because everything I have
done has been on the basis of Crown Law advice which indicates that the direction taken
is entirely proper. However, if the Leader of the Opposition has any evidence to suggest
that is not the case, I would be delighted to hear from him.
I do not know where the Leader of the Opposition got his allegation that TAFE managers
are coming from the Eastern States. Some of the new managing directors appointed to
TAFE colleges in recent times have come from outside Western Australia. However, on
the basis of competition, I believe the best people have been appointed to the jobs. I
would also like to have evidence of TAFE not being awarded tenders. If TAFE is the
lowest tenderer and is not getting the work, I would like to know about it. We have fixed
the aeronautical course by arranging an alternative course. However, I remind the Leader
of the Opposition that when his party was in government, it legislated for overseas
students and got the support of the coalition parties, albeit after some significant
investigation. I wonder why he did not do something about the local students. Now that
the aeronautical issue has arisen, we will look at that very closely.
Hon John Halden: You have been here two and a half years; get on with it.

Hon N.F. MOORE: I am not seeking to destroy the award system. In fact, the TAFE
dispute about which many people have been speaking is in the federal Industrial
Relations Commission for its determination. The state school teachers union is seeking
to be covered by a federal award. That is being negotiated currently in the federal
commission. It is beyond me how I am destroying the award. I do not have any
jurisdiction in the federal commission in the sense that I might be able to make any
decisions about what might be the ultimate outcome. However, the interesting thing is
that industrial disputation is going on today about these issues when the matter is being
discussed in the federal commission and the federal commission will arbitrate on it.

Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon N.F. MOORE: I did not interject on Mr Halden, except once. The member should
give me a few moments. I have only 10 minutes.
Hon A.J.G. MacTieman interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I stopped everybody interjecting on the Leader of the
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Opposition. Equally, I will stop everybody interjecting on others, just because it happens
to be Thursday.
Hon N.F. MOORE: I met with the State School Teachers Union on this matter yesterday
and we spoke about all of the issues which are important to it. I listened to its side of the
argument and I have taken on board the points it made. As I said, many of the issues it
raised are before the federal Industrial Relations Commission. Many of the other issues
it raised are all part of the restructuring going on in TAFE. The total national training
agenda is what it is all about. A document entitled "Towards a skilled Australia", 'which
is a document agreed to by all Governments in Australia, including the Queensland Labor
Government and the Federal Labor Government, states -

Competition is less comfortable and more challenging than monopoly or
protection. It is now, however, universally recognised as the most effective way
to improve services, contain or reduce costs and focus an organisation's efforts
away from its own preoccupations toward those of its customers.

That is what we are saying about TAFE. TAFE has to open up to the community. I will
give Mr Halden a copy of that report so that he can read it at his leisure because that
report is about what is happening in the training sector. There is a need for real change.
The change has been going on for longer than I have been around, as the member
acknowledges, and is ongoing. At present vocational education and training legislation is
being put together in a joint venture between the State Training Board and the
Department of Training. The State Training Board has on it representatives from unions
and from industry. That legislation will come to this House for the usual debate and
consideration. It will indicate the direction ahead for TAFE and the training sector. That
is the way it should be. There is nothing dramatic or draconian or anything approaching
a crisis in that process.
I make the point very clearly that, because we are going down a path which has been
agreed to by all Governments in Australia including the Federal Government, which I
might add is the main push in some of these areas, the whole training agenda is now
being opened up to real competition from the private sector. The Federal Government is
pushing that very hard. It has even suggested that we should make taxpayers' funds
available to provide infrastructure for the private providers as we do for the government
providers. What will happen in future is that, unless TAFE can be competitive and
provide quality training at a price which enables it to beat the private sector, it will not
get the business. It is as simple as that. I am putting in place changes to the way in
which TAFE operates through the autonomous college model and introducing
efficiencies so that TAFE will survive as a highly competitive, high quality deliverer of
training. It has to become that. In many ways it is that already, but it has to become
more competitive and even more quality focused if it is to compete in the new market
that is being developed for training across Australia.
Hon John Halden: Would you accept that it is not a level playing field?
Hon N.F. MOORE: It is not a level playing field now. TAFE has a significant
advantage, because all of its infrastructure and all of its capital are provided by the
taxpayer. There will come a time when there will be a level playing field. If that ever
happens, I regret to say that, under the current arrangements, TAFE will not be able to
compete. My objective is not to privatise the system as has been suggested by the
teachers union; it is the exact opposite. My objective is to give the TAFE sector the
capacity to compete and to survive. The State Government, on behalf of the taxpayers,
has a massive investment in infrastructure in the TAFE sector. It is an investment which,
currently, lies idle for one-third of the year because of the working conditions that exist
in the TAFE sector. That must be addressed if we are to make the best use of the
investment that has been made over many years in our TAFE sector. Change has to
occur. The autonomous college model is designed to ensure that, at the local level and at
the enterprise level, the colleges can develop a highly competitive and highly flexible
capacity to deliver training in a very competitive way. That is where we are going and
the vast majority of people are coming with us because they know that is the future.
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Hon John Halden: Except the work force.
Hon N.F. MOORE: That is rubbish. Evidence indicates that TAFE lecturers are very
supportive of this action; they know this is the way ahead. Of course, there are some who
do not support it and there were a few outside Parliament House today, I have been told.
In the couple of minutes I have left, I want to ask Mr Halden a question because he is
making a lot of noise about this, as is his leader. In the event that the Labor Party ever
becomes the Government again, will the Leader of the Opposition take TAFE back to
1992 where the former Government left it?
Hon John Halden: No.
Hon N.F. MOORE: Okay. It will be interesting, then, for him to tell the people in TAFE
that, instead of criticising me and personally abusing me as is his wont when he has no
argument. He should tell us what he thinks should be done instead of criticising. He
should tell us what is a good idea and what is not a good idea; that would make a big
difference. Instead, he has two bob each way on every issue. He sits on both sides of
every issue that I have ever heard debated in this House. On one hand he says he is on
the parents' side and on the other he says he is on the teachers' side. Today, on one hand
he is on the TAFE lecturers' side and, on the other, the Federal Government is right about
a competitive training market. He is never prepared to tell us what he stands for. If he is
going to take TAFE and the education system back to 1992 -
Hon John Halden: I said no.
Hon N.F. MOORE: - and put it back the way he left it, he will not get one vote.
Hon Kim Chance: He said no.
Hon N.F. MOORE: He spends every one of his waking minutes criticising the changes
that are being made. He never makes a constructive comment.
He attacked me also on some other fronts in relation to the education system. Changes
are also taking place in that system, but nothing like the teachers union would have us
believe. It wants a 20 per cent pay rise tomorrow for nothing. All of this quality of
education stuff is designed to try to cover up the fact that it wants a 20 per cent pay rise.
If I asked the union whether, if I could find the money for all of the other things except
the pay rise, it would accept that, it would say it would not because the pay rise is
fundamental. That is what the union is about and that is why there are difficulties in the
system.
Obviously we have to get best value for the dollars we spend in head office and the other
matters raised by the Leader of the Opposition, just like every other department in
Australia.
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [3.00 pm]: Hon John Halden said, and I do not
think the Minister for Education will disagree on this point, that the education system is
in chaos at the moment. We may argue about the degree of chaos, but we face the
extraordinary situation in which there is some form of conflict at every level, between
either the Government and its employees, the employees and parents, or parents and the
Government itself. One of the real tragedies of that chaos was illustrated yesterday by
the Minister for Education when he mentioned the provisions he has put in place for
Country Week. I share his point of view on that issue -

Hon N.F. Moore: How about asking the teachers union to go along with it?

Hon KIM CHANCE: I think it would be a tragedy if something as valuable to country
kids as Country Week were denied to them. However, I disagree with the Minister
putting the blame fairly and squarely on high school teachers.
Hon N.F. Moore: I did not. I said the union had given a directive to the teachers.

Hon KIM CHANCE: Without the teachers taking the advice of the union, nothing would
have occurred. I do not withdraw from my statement. The tragedy is that in saying the
union has caused this problem and denied kids access to Country Week, the Minister is
not accepting any responsibility whatsoever. I do not care about the rights and wrongs of
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the matter, but in any dispute there are two sides to the story. It is irresponsible for the
Minister to say that the tragedy has occurred because of the actions of one group. Today
we have seen yet another demonstration outside Parliament House by people who feel
aggrieved by the Government's management of the education system. In this case it was
the TAFE lecturers and people supporting their point of view. I asked the shadow
Minister for Education when there was last a demonstration of TAFE lecturers outside
Parliament House and I understand it was 12 months ago for virtually the same reason. Itis not the only group aggrieved by the Government's changes. Why are people
demonstrating outside Parliament House and why do they come back to demonstrate on
the same issue 12 months later? We have made no progress on the issue at all.
Hon John Halden: Or on the resolution of it.
Hon N.F. Moore: You do not give in to someone who demands something, on the
expectation that they will not come back to Parliament House to demonstrate.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I do not suggest that for a moment.
Hon N.F. Moore: Negotiations have been going on for some time.
Hon KIM CHANCE: But they have not got anywhere. I have talked about something
that happened a few minutes ago. Yesterday we learnt that a cloud is hanging over thefuture of school cleaners and, possibly, school gardeners. It seems there is a possibility
of those functions being privatised. This is despite assurances given last year, whenproductivity increases of 30 per cent were agreed to and implemented by school cleaners
and gardeners.
Hon John Halden: And 1 000 job losses.
Hon KIM CHANCE: It involved the loss of 1 100 jobs to be strictly accurate.
Hon N.F. Moore: Where did you get that from?
Hon KIM CHANCE: From the Minister's figures.
Hon N.F. Moore: Prove it.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I do not think we need to prove it.
Hon N.F. Moore: It would be helpful.
Hon KIM CHANCE: It is in last year's Hansard. I now quote from The West Australian
today -

Mr McGinty said Mr Moore was reneging on a 1993 deal between the
Government and unions to cut 1100 cleaning jobs and increase productivity
30 per cent to secure remaining jobs.
"The quid pro quo was to keep the jobs of those who remained," he said.

Hon N.F. Moore: That is Mr McGinty's story. We should get that straight.
Hon KIM CHANCE: The report continues quoting Mr McGinty -

"It's now patently obvious that the Government intends to rat on its part of the
deal."

I now quote the Minister's response in that article -

Mr Moore said he did not know about any such deal being done.
The Minister for Education is obviously entitled to his opinion, but he must remember
that Hansard recorded every word said when this issue was debated last year. I have not
gone back through Hansard, but my clear recollection is -
Hon N.F. Moore: Please do go back to Hansard and do not rely on your poor
recollection.
Hon KIM CHANCE: The Minister said that the Government must either privatise the
functions of cleaning and gardening or achieve productivity increases. He saidprivatisation was one way, and another way was by agreement with the people working
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there so that they could retain their positions. That is my clear recollection of the
rationale for the productivity increases and the job losses at that time. Now there is a
distinct possibility that those remaining jobs will go down the drain also. Education has
become a battlefield under this Government.
Hon N.F. Moore: Can you remember the strike when Carmen Lawrence was Minister for
Education?
Hon KIMv CHANCE: I will mention that in part. Running battles have broken out
consistently, and it is not due to specific action by education employees per se, at least
inasmuch as employees have not initiated any direct industrial action. They have
responded to action by the Minister or in some cases have responded to lack of action by
the Minister. It should not be this way, and I aim sure the Minister will be the first to
agree with me. Education, perhaps second to health, is one of the major areas of the
Government's responsibilities and it must be conducted in peace and with general
commitment to the common cause. There should not be ongoing battles in the field of
education. As the Leader of the Opposition said, it does not involve only employees in
the education area. The parents organisations and the Western Australian Council of
State School Organisations have also indicated their deep concern about the problem. It
is not an issue raised simply by education employees, and neither is the Opposition
attempting to score cheap points against the Government. The parents are worried about
this matter and the system is in trouble. It has not broken down but it is not heading in
the right direction.
Hon N.F. Moore: It is heading the right way.

Hon KIM CHANCE: The Minister said by interjection that he is attempting to bring
about beneficial changes in education -

Hon N.F. Moore interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I have already said that it is Thursday, and sometimes
members forget the rules by the time we get to the end of the week. I remind them that
the rules are the same as they were at the beginning of the week. They are not required to
like what people are saying or to believe it, but they must listen to it.

Hon KIM CHANCE: The Minister said he is attempting to bring about beneficial
changes, and he is not the first Minister for Education to become unpopular when he tried
to reform the system. Certainly, a number of Labor Ministers had some difficulties and
far be it from me to give the Minister gratuitous advice. However, the Minister should
take stock of the situation on his hands and attempt to confine it to one front at a time,
because he is fighting on a number of fronts and that is not contributing to the welfare of
education consumers in Western Australia. One of the problems identified by the Leader
of the Opposition was the issue of the casualisation of the work force. This has worried
me more particularly in the health system than it has in education, although I have been
made aware that it is an issue in education. The casualisation of the work force in the
health system has revolved around the fact that very few health employers are now
capable of giving a nurse or another hospital employee a permanent job. I understand
that is happening, in part at least, in the education system.
[The member's time expired.]

HON TOM HELM (Mining and Pastoral) [3.12 pm]: I rise to give a northwest
perspective to the problems specifically in the area of TAFE and TAFE training and
education, the reason it is there and the effects it can and will have on the people who are
supposed to be getting that education and training. I want to comment on the Minister's
response to the shadow Minister when he said, "If you haven't got an argument then lash
out with some abuse." I have never heard any more abusive statements than those of this
Minister when he said that the teachers want 20 per cent for nothing.

Hon N.F. Moore: The teachers' union wants it.

Hon TOM HELM: That is what the Minister said and he knows it is not true. He also
suggested that TAFE lecturers want without giving. He does not give any recognition to
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the fact that they are worried about their future, too. They are not stupid. They are rnot
appointed to those positions because they have no brains. They understand that the job
will continue only because of their dedication to provide education using the tools
provided to them in the best way they can. The Minister represents the same area as I do
and he should know the damage this dispute is doing to the people in the north west.
Hon N.F. Moore interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon TOM HELM: As the member for the area, or as the Minister -

The PRESIDENT: Order! When I call "Order" it means shut up.
Hon TOM HELM: I did not even hear you, Mr President.
The PRESIDENT: It means stop talking.
Hon TOM HELM: I understand that, but I did not hear you.
The PRESIDENT: The member should direct his comments to me.
Hon P.H. Lockyer interjected.

Withdrawal of Remark
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Mr President, I draw your attention to an unparliamentary
comment made by Hon Phil Lockyer.
The PRESIDENT: I did not hear it.
Hon Tom Helm: I didn't hear you and you didn't hear him. Where are we going to go?
The PRESIDENT: I will tell the member where we are going: We are going to fix it. I
am happy to sit here all afternoon. That clock keeps ticking and at 3.30 pm the time for
this motion will expire. If Hon Philip Lockyer made an unparliamentaiy comment, I did
not hear it. If he did, he will withdraw it.
Hon P.H. LOCKYER: I withdraw.

Debate Resumed
The PRESIDENT: If Hon Tom Helm directs his comments to me and not to the Minister
for Education, he will find that I will not interject on him. I will let the member go and
he can say what he likes for another eight minutes and 20 seconds.
Hon TOM HELM: No sweat. I will tell you then, Mr President. We heard the Minister
talking about the abuse that he suggested the shadow Minister was using. However, it is
a greater form of abuse to use the privileges of this place to attack people who cannot
defend themselves outside this place. That is what the Minister did. If there is any abuse
to be hurled, it should be hurled within these four walls and we should do that for the
most part to each other, because we can answer each other. However, the Minister will
not do that. The Minister's response was that this situation was not his fault. What did
he say it was? What was the Opposition going to do? He said it was the Federal
Government's fault that these things had taken place. It was also to do with change, and
that was someone else's fault. Perhaps it was the weather or God.
Two people in this Parliament are responsible: The Minister for Education and his
colleague in the other place, the Minister for Labour Relations. People have been
appointed to these positions to provide education and training, particularly in TAFE, to
those who are less advantaged and to give them an opportunity to take their rightful place
in society. We all use platitudes - the passport to the future is education. We take mature
people and young people and try to give them an education. The Minister should know
the situation; he has spent some time in the north west. He should know that the lecturers
there are isolated not only by geography but also because of the resources they have,
which must be used to the best advantage, and that is a problem in itself. We put special
people in those positions and we should give them the best support we possibly can. We
should not say, "I will not talk to you any more; you have no role to play." Nor should we
say, "All you are looking for is an increase in wages", because that is not true. They are
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looking for the future of the service that they were employed to provide. This Minister is
not prepared to recognise that. He is therefore abusing them and undermining them. Not
only are these people isolated geographically and in terms of the backup they have
compared with that available to TAFE lecturers south of the twenty-sixth parallel, but the
Minister is also suggesting that they should sign workplace agreements. In other words,
they are on their own all the time. Those lecturers who have dedicated themselves to
spending a couple of years in the north west and then making a career path for
themselves in the education or training departments cannot do that any more. From now
on they are to have their own personal contracts.

The resources of this nation are not just iron ore, coal, oil, gas and diamonds; they
include our young people - it is not really just the young people, but the more mature
people too. We must give these people the opportunity to make their way in society. I
am sorry Hon Ross Lightfoot is not here. He would say that the welfare handout system
must change. The only way we can do that is to provide education and training to
Aboriginal people, who have been victims of a war between this incompetent Minister
and his system. He is incompetent because he will not take any responsibility for the bad
decisions. However, he comes out with all the good news stories. Any bad news or
industrial relations stories are released by the CEO, Greg Black. The Minister and I
share an electorate, and we, especially the Minister, have a duty to help these people. In
this instance I have to show those people dedicated to the job that we respect what they
are doing. That respect is not shown just by giving them money. We cannot deny the
fact that TAFE has provided a good service in places like Kununurra and so on.

Hon N.F. Moore: TAFE was not even there when you were in government.

Hon TOM HELM: The Minister does not even know to this day that is wrong, too. I do
not know what the hospitality and catering schools were doing at Broome before the
college was established. The fact is that people have been appointed to those positions
and they have been reasonably successful. If they have not been successful, the Minister
still has the ability to remove them. There is nothing wrong with that. By the same
token, while people are delivering that service, surely they deserve the acknowledgement
that someone is listening to them. Their contribution goes away from the training area,
the classroom, into Silver City and into the Minister's office to be considered. When
they sit around the table they do so as equals. We have a group of people who want to
put into practice all their training and dedication. The changes which need to take place
and which have been taking place for some time have been slow in coming about,
because the Government wants to take from the teachers, lecturers, parents and students.
If the Government does not take from them all, it will get one over one place and one
over the other.
The Minister for Education asked the shadow Minister if he supported the teachers
against the parents or vice versa? In this matter parents and students will act as one.
People in the community who are employed as welders or in the catering and hospitality
industries who are bringing home a wage because of skills learnt from a TAFE teacher
will defend those teachers against what is happening to them. They received something
tangible from those teachers. This Government, as well as the previous Government,
recognised the need to provide that training. Students and graduates of TAPE colleges
will defend the teachers who deliver that training. Members opposite have turned into
Mongols acting like marauding hordes, and they are not worth talking to. The
Government is accusing TAFE teachers of avarice and being interested only in
themselves, but they are delivering a service for wages. Their job does not end there. It
includes how they deliver that service, what they have learnt during the delivery of that
service and the changes they might suggest to improve the service. They have a point of
view as well as this Minister, who wants to blame everyone else.

HON A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [3.22 pm]: I was fascinated by the
Minister's response. Anyone who did not know the true story would believe that the
Minister was well and truly behind the technical and further education teachers in their
application for coverage under the federal commission.
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Hon N.F. Moore: I did not say that at all; it is going through the proper process.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I said that was the impression the Minister was trying to
give. It was a classic Pontius Pilate act: "I am not trying to dismantle the award system."
Hon George Cash: I remember Hon Alannah MacTiernan's Pontius Pilate act in this
place. She wears the mantle comfortably.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am happy to enter into any discussion with the Leader of
the House.
Hon John Halden said that the Minister was engaged in an attempt to dismantle the award
system and that underpinned the concern, anger and outrage of TAFE teachers.
Hon N.F. Moore: Do you think the existing award should remain as it is?
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am not arguing that at all. If the Minister for Education
would allow me a few minutes I will set it out for him. The Minister is trying to say that
he has nothing to do with it because it is in the federal commission.
Hon N.F. Moore: I said I could not affect it while it was in the industrial commission.

Point of Order
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Mr President, standing orders cover all members in this
House. I do not believe that Ministers have immunity. You stated earlier that every
member would come to order and listen in silence; that has not been the case with
Ministers.
The PRESIDENT: Is Hon Sam Piantadosi questioning my impartiality in this? Is he
raising some question that I am unfairly dealing with him or any other member? If he is,
he had better be very careful about being able to sustain that.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I am raising a point of order because I have been keeping
quiet and listening to what has been said, but Ministers are not doing the same.
The PRESIDENT: Is Hon Sam Piantadosi questioning my impartiality in this matter?
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Not at all, Mr President. I am bringing to your attention that
Ministers are not adhering to your requests.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I am capable of determining when members should be called
to or-der. In fact, I have spent three-quarters of the afternoon calling members to order. If
the member wants to question my ability to do this job standing orders provide him with
the opportunity. I suggest that he read through the 460-odd standing orders and see if he
can find it. In the meantime let Hon Alannah MacTiemnan give her point of view.

Debate Resumed
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Two realities behind the teachers' federal application need
to be understood. The Minister is far from supportive of this federal application, not
surprisingly, and has taken a belligerent attitude towards the application that is before the
federal commission. From the informnation that we received his representative has been
taking every technical point, even where the advice from counsel is that a particular
jurisdictional point is a dead duck. That does not matter to the Minister as long as he can
tie up the union's resources and make it more and more difficult for the union to
discharge its rightful duties. The Minister is prepared like the majority of the Ministers
in his Government to waste an enormous amount of money in legal fees prosecuting and
taking jurisdictional points that have nowhere to go.
Hon N.F. Moore interjected.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I will be happy to give the Minister details later, but we
have only a few minutes here. The second point is one that we have made time and time
again in this place. The reason for this federal application is the contempt that the
Minister and his department have shown to the TAFE teachers and to the unions in their
industrial claims. It is the same story throughout the State and the Minister is not unique
here. It is not uniform, and some Ministers do allow commonsense to prevail, but the
overwhelming ethic of this Government and those who appear to be in the
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Crichton-Browne faction, which includes the Minister, is to prosecute this industrial
relations dream of Graham Kierath as hard as they can. TAFE teachers like tens of
thousands of teachers across this State have gone to the federal commission where they
are most likely to receive protection.
We will focus on the sorts of things that the Minister has done to these teachers. We are
not saying there is not a need for change. The Minister is right; the Labor Government
had its troubles with TAFE teachers, and there was a strike. However, Labor negotiated
and worked through those problems. In March 1992 it came to an agreement with those
TAFE teachers and entered into a memorandum. That was developed and signed, sealed
and delivered, and entered into as a formal agreement with the Industrial Relations
Commission in December 1992. That agreement has been overwhelmingly dishonoured
by this Government. It would not treat agreements entered into by private enterprise like
that. There is a notion of continuity of commitment when a new Administration takes
over and agreements in place do not cease to be agreements. It is not an agreement of a
particular political party; it is an agreement of a Government. With very few exceptions
the Minister has failed to put into place that agreement
Hon N.F. Moore: That is not true.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: As Hon John Halden said that agreement offered substantial
opportunities for flexibility, for curriculum development, for engagement with the private
sector, and, importantly, for the development of career structures and professional
development within TAFE that would keep good TAFE teachers within the system. It
would offer real opportunities so those people with the most to offer would stay within
the system. That was left to wither on the vine. The unions attempted to enter into
enterprise agreements working within the industrial relations system to get these sorts of
flexibilities. We all agree there must be changes and flexibilities. Again it is the same
story that we have seen with the psychiatrists this week, with Building Management
Authority workers, and with the clerical division across the public sector. There is a
deliberate frustration of enterprise bargaining.
Hon N.F. Moore: The union will not negotiate an enterprise agreement.

Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The reason is that the guidelines set down by the Industrial
Relations Commission as to how these negotiations will take place were totally ignored
and were not adopted by the Education Department. The Education Department said it
would not follow the rules; it would set up its own guidelines and issue its own
directives. It wanted a set of directives that effectively excluded the union from any
detailed involvement in the enterprise bargaining processes. The Minister knows that is
why enterprise bargaining has been unable to develop. That is the Minister's department
and presumably it is operating under his direction, but either way he is responsible.

[Motion lapsed, pursuant to Standing Order No 72.1

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT - DAVIES, HON REG
Leave of Absence Granted

On motion by Hon P.H. Lockyer, by leave resolved -

That leave of absence be granted to Hon Reg Davies for three sitting days due to
personal and private business.

RADIOACTIVE WASTE, MT WALTON - REPORT SUBSTITUTION
TABLING

On motion by Hon J.A. Scott, by leave resolved -

That leave be granted to table a substitute a report relating to the research into the
disposal of records of radioactive waste buried at Mt Walton tabled on 9 May.

[See paper No 322.]
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BANK OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from 17 May.
HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [3.31 pm]: I am probably the only person in
this House opposed to the sale of the Bank of Western Australia Ltd. I believe that the
sale of the bank is part of much broader government agendas at both a state and federal
level in line with the Hilmer report and a great deal of modern economic thinking. This
type of reform is also part of a worldwide movement which has been promoted largely by
the countries of the north through the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
In many third world countries this type of reform has been imposed, often against their
better judgment and will. However, in Australia we seem to be taking up these measures
with gusto and applying them to our own economy; that is, getting rid of state run
institutions or state businesses and increasingly bringing about privatisation of state
enterprises.
Before we surge on in this direction we should see what those economic theories have
done to countries which have already carried them out. I have with me a paper called
"Structural Adjustment and the Resubordination of the South" by Walden Bello from a
book he wrote called Dark Victory: The United States, Structural Adjustments, and
Global Poverty. Mr Bello is the former Executive Director for the United States Institute
of Food and Development Policy. He wrote in his paper -

At the onset of the global debt crisis in the early eighties, third world countries
were told that structural reforms promoted by these programs were necessary for
stability and sustained growth. Faced with the threat of a cutoff of access to
external funds needed to service their debts to Northern commercial banks,
Southern governments had no choice but to implement the measures demanded
by the Bank and Fund. These reforms and their rationale were usually the
following.

If members listen carefully they will note they are precisely the types of reforms we are
proposing here which the sale of the bank of Western Australia epitomises. The first of
these is radical deregulation to promote allocation of resources by the market instead of
by government decree. Secondly, we have a privatisation of state enterprises in order to
make them more efficient by subjecting them to the operation of strict profit and loss
criteria. Thirdly, we have the liberalising of the trading system and removing restrictions
to foreign investment in order to bring down the price of goods and make local industry
more efficient by exposing it to foreign competition. Fourthly, the cutting and containing
of wages and eliminating or weakening mechanisms protecting labour which we will
recognise from the previous debate, like the minimum wage, to remove what was seen as
artificial barriers etc to the mobility of local and foreign capital. Finally, eliminating the
Government deficit and institutionalising balanced budgets to end inflation and achieve
macro-economic stability and balance - conditions, which in the view of the structural
adjustment program proponents would create a climate conducive to investment and
growth.
These solutions have been applied to quite a few economies in the third world. However,
the interesting thing is that whenever such policies have been used those very countries
have fallen behind and are worse off. Bello goes on to say -

Specifically, SAPs were supposed to do three things: promote growth, stabilize
the external accounts, and reduce poverty. Using these criteria, what is the record
after a decade and a half?
First of all, instead of promoting growth, SAPs have institutionalized economic
stagnation. A global survey of the impact of adjustment over a 15 year period
commissioned by the IMF reported the uncomfortable finding that "the growth
rate is significantly reduced in program countries relative to the change in non-
program countries."

Wherever these so-called reforms have been applied, the countries have ended up worse
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off than before compared with countries which have not used that type of economic
reform. To continue -

For non-doctrinaire economists, in fact this was not surprising, for structural
adjustment has brought about in Third World countries the same conundrum that
stymied the mature industrial economies during the Great Depression, and for
which Keynesian demand-side economics was designed as a solution. That is,
economies under adjustment are stuck in a low level trap, in which low
investment increased unemployment, reduced social spending, reduced
consumption, and lowoutput interact to create a vicious cycle of stagnation and
decline, rather than a virtuous circle of growth, rising employment, and rising
investment, as originally envisaged ...

The actual record of the privatisation theorists is not good; in fact it is very poor indeed.

Hon P.R. Lightfoot interjected.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Hon Ross Lightfoot can later explain just where they have worked
successfully. In Australia so far, since we have been changing to those programs we
have had an ever ballooning foreign debt, despite the promises of both Federal and State
Governments.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot interjected.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I will seek leave to table this paper later. Hon Ross Lightfoot's
interjections are answered in it. His comment is one of the standard excuses.

Point of Order
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: Will the member identify the document?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The document is called "Structural Adjustment and Resubordination
of the South" by Walden Bello. He is the former Director of the United States Institute
for Food and Development Policy. It comes from a book of his called Dark Victory: The
United States, Structural Adjustments, and Global Poverty.

Debate Resumed
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Mr Bello looked particularly at the Asia Pacific examples to highlight
where the policies of privatisation, open wage systems and the free market had or had not
worked. He chose Asia because most countries there were under the influence of the
International Monetary Fund programs. Some countries either totally ignored them or
partially used their programs sufficiently to access funds. Many people may feel that
Australia is not part of the same group. However, it should be remembered that access to
funds by many of the third world countries would be denied if they did not turn over to
the sorts of market economies that were being pushed by the structural adjustment
people. That resulted in significant changes to the cultures of those countries. The whole
lifestyle of those people was dramatically changed for the worse.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: What countries are these?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The country which probably has the most rigid of these structural
adjustment programs is the Philippines. The Philippines is rife with social problems due
to the inequalities of wealth and the wastage of people's lives in paying off the huge
debts the country has accumulated to the World Bank through the IMF program. Many
people in the Philippines have tried for many years to get their Government to say that it
would not pay these debts because it would ruin their country for many years if they
attempted to filter these programs. Bello points out that some of these economies in the
Asian region have done well. He says -

... not only did most of these countries avoid real adjustment but they followed
economic strategies diametrically opposed to the market-oriented approach, -

These are the countries that have done well.
- which is at the core of the SAP program. High growth rates have been
associated with a strategy of "state-assisted capitalism" consisting of, among other
elements,
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* strategic economic planning managed by government;
* state targeting of industries to develop and subsidizing them;
* reserving the domestic market for local industries by maintaining tight

restrictions on imports and on foreign investments;
* engaging in strategic import substitution, or moving in a planned fashion

from consumer to intermediate to capital goods as a means to deepen the
economic structure; and finally,

* bold use of macro-economic mechanisms including recourse to deficit
spending and foreign debt to force the pace of the development process in
order to achieve strategic economic strength, even at the risk of triggering
short-term disequilibrium and instability.

It is the countries which have not gone along the Hilmer path which have succeeded.
Bello points out a number of such countries, including Malaysia and Korea.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Which Korea?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: South Korea.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Are you saying that we should return to a centrally planned
economy?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: No, I am saying that we should not blindly follow the path pushed
upon us by the countries of the north. In order to readjust the losses they made during the
1980s, in particular, when there was a great movement of wealth away from those
countries to countries in the south, the structural adjustment programs were brought into
place to change that flow of money back to the north. It has been successful.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 pm
[Questions without notice taken.]

Hon J.A. SCOTT: The structural adjustment program in this country includes the
privatisation of bodies like the Bank of Western Australia. These programs are causing a
great deal of increased poverty in countries involved in those programs; in fact, the main
aim of those programs according to many analysts is to move a considerable amount of
the resources available out of the countries of the south, such as Australia, to the
countries of the north. Mr Waldon Bello, author of the paper "Structural Adjustment and
the Resubordination of the South", wrote -

The policy was immensely successful, effecting as it did an astounding net
transfer of financial resources from the Third World to the commercial banks that
amounted to $178 billion between 1984 and 1990. So massive was the
decapitalization of the South that a former executive director for Canada at the
World Bank exclaimed: "Not since the conquistadors plundered Latin America
has the world experienced a flow in the direction we see today".

This is the sort of program we are starting to accept by choice in Australia. That is a
great mistake.
In his speech Hon Bob Thomas mentioned the helping hand given to the development of
the North West Shelf by the then Rural & Industries Bank Ltd. This sort of program will
no longer be able to be undertaken in the same way once this bank has gone. We have a
bank specifically aimed at creating that sort of development. With the Government's
blessing, the bank could even go into debt, if necessary, to finance projects which will
benefit this country in the long run. It is precisely for that sort of reason we should be
retaining the Bank of Western Australia as a state government bank.
Most members of this House will recall that when the deregulation of the banks was first
promoted by the Federal Government, Mr Keating promised it would bring us much
greater competition and efficiency in the banking system. Many of the larger banks have
merged to dominate the market. Many of the more powerful banks are eating up-the
smaller banks and will be in a position to monopolise. The sale of the Bank of Western
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Australia will assist in that movement of power away from the smaller banks and will be
to the detriment of the State. I oppose this Bill in its entirety.
I identify this paper by Bello, and seek leave to table it.
Leave granted. [See paper No 367.]
Debate adjourned until a later stage, on motion by Hon E.J. Charlton (Minister for
Transport).
[Continued on p.3329.]

FINANCIAL TRANSACTION REPORTS BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Max Evans (Minister for
Finance), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON MAX EVANS (North Metropolitan - Minister for Finance) [4.40 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
In 1992 the Standing Committee of Attorneys General agreed to model state legislation
requiring cash dealers to provide information to state police regarding offences against
state laws and protecting cash dealers against legal action in relation to providing that
information. The Financial Transaction Reports Bill implements that standing committee
agreement. All other States have enacted this legislation. The reason this Bill is only
now being introduced is the change of State Government since that 1992 standing
committee agreement. Therefore, there was a need for the present Government to
consider this legislation and consult relevant organisations and individuals such as the
WA Police Department, the police proceeds of crime unit and the WA Director of Public
Prosecutions.
The primary object of the Bill is to facilitate the enforcement of Western Australian laws.
That is an objective which I know is endorsed by all members of the Western Australian
Parliament. This Bill must be read in the context of the Commonwealth Financial
Transaction Reports Act 1988. That Commonwealth Act has three principal purposes.
Firstly, it establishes the Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre which
collects records and disseminates information under the Act to the Australian Tax Office,
Customs Service and law enforcement agencies. It requires cash dealers to report cash
transactions of not less than $10 000 to AUSTRAC.
Lastly, the Commonwealth Act requires a cash dealer to report to the Director of
AUSTRAC when the dealer has reasonable grounds to suspect that a transaction to which
the dealer is a party may be relevant to the evasion of a tax law, the investigation or
prosecution of an offence against a Commonwealth law or may be of assistance in the
enforcement of the Commonwealth Proceeds of Crimes Act 1987. In relation to those
matters the Bill firstly requires cash dealers to provide information to state police
investigating state offences which are disclosed in suspect transaction reports to
AUSTRAC. Secondly, the Bill requires cash transaction dealers to report to the agency
information relevant to state offences and state confiscation of profits legislation.
Finally, the Bill will protect cash dealers from legal action in relation to their providing
such information. This Bill will assist Western Australian law enforcement authorities.
The Government therefore looks forward to the legislation receiving the support of all
members. Further, it illustrates the State Government's willingness in the appropriate
circumstances to participate in legislative schemes involving other States and the
Commonwealth. This further demonstrates this Government's commitment to
Australia's federal constitutional system. It is a system in which the States and the
Commonwealth, when federal division of powers is respected, can work together in a
cooperative manner. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bob Thomas.
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BANK OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
HON A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [4.43 pm]: As has been said before,
the State Parliamentary Labor Party supports the privatisation of BankWest provided
certain key contingencies are met. They have been referred to before, but for the sake of
clarity, I will refer to them again: The process of privatisation is open, fair and
accountable; the bank remain headquartered in Western Australia; the employment and
branch infrastructure is preserved; and, a good return is achieved.
This Bill addresses some of those concerns. We acknowledge that clause 23 represents
probably as good a fist as the Government could possibly make of the requirement to
ensure that the bank remain headquartered in Western Australia. However, none of the
other requirements has been met in this Bill and none of the concerns can be addressed
unless we know what is the specific privatisation proposal. Until we have the details of
that, we will have no way of establishing, firstly, whether there has been a fair and open
process in the sale; secondly, whether it is likely that the employment and branch
infrastructure will be preserved - we recognise that cannot be guaranteed in any
privatisation proposal, but there must be some capacity to determine the likelihood of its
being preserved, and that will depend very much on who buys the bank given the specific
privatisation proposal; and, thirdly and importantly, we will not be able to determine
whether a proper financial return for this asset can be achieved. Hence, notwithstanding
our support in broad principle for the privatisation of the bank, we cannot support the Bill
unless the Government agrees to our amendment that requires the specific privatisation
proposals to come back to the Parliament. Unless the Government agrees to that, we will
go down the path that has been condemned by the Royal Commission into Commercial
Activities of Government and Other Matters which made clear that these sorts of
transactions should be the subject of the scrutiny of Parliament and that it was not
appropriate that these major asset sales decisions be made by the Executive without
reference to Parliament. Without that provision being inserted in the legislation, we are
effectively been asked by the Government to give it carte blanche to dispose of a
tremendously important asset and an asset that is not only of great direct financial value,
but also has great significance in the economic life of the State. This is not a question of
sentiment. I note that the conservatives in this discussion, including David McNicoll,
think that this is a matter of sentiment and iconography for the Labor Party. That is not
so. Any self-respecting economic rationalist would require exactly that which we
require.
Given that we have central banking control in Australia through the Reserve Bank of
Australia and given the level of private competition in the banking industry in Australia,
thanks to the Federal Labor Government's deregulation of the bankting system in the
1980s, there is no need for the State to own a bank of the nature of BankWest.
Effectively, BankWest is a commercial bank and is not the sort of bank that provides any
community services. For those reasons, because it is not a central bank and because it
does not do anything that the commercial banks cannot do, there is no reason that we
should hold on to that bank. That is the first issue.
The second issue is that, notwithstanding the fact that we do not need the bank, having
got the bank, we should not dispose of it unless we can be certain that the disposal
benefits the State and it gets an adequate return for the asset it is selling. There are two
aspects of that return; we need to be sure that we receive the actual return on the direct
assets which are owned by the bank and a return in terms of the multiplier effect that the
bank has by being a major operator in the State. It has nothing to do with the Labor
Party's sentimentality for banks; it is a question of being economically rational.
A question which has often been asked is how the Labor Party can support the
privatisation of the Commonwealth Bank, yet oppose this Government's privatisation
policies. Neither the Commonwealth Bank nor BankWest delivers community service
obligations. They operate purely on a commercial basis and their prudential standards
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are not affected by whether they are under private or public ownership. At the end of the
day, these banks do nothing that is not already done by private banks.
Hon George Cash: Can I ask you about the Department of State Services's car fleet?
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I will move on. I will not spend a lot of time on this
because I have not had much time to properly put the arguments together. To begin with
I am addressing the question of banks. The banks, as they exist, do not do any job which
is not done by the commercial banks. That has not been always true of the
Commonwealth Bank or BankWest.
Hon George Cash: What about the Hospital Laundry and Linen Service?
Hon A.J.G. MacTEERNAN: I know the Leader of the House is very keen to hear what I
have to say, but he must give me a minute to develop my argument.
The second issue I will raise about the banks, which picks up the matter set out in the
second reading speech, accords with what the Labor Party's attitudes are to the bank.
Bank ownership does expose a government to substantial risk and one need only look to
the relationship between the Bank of South Australia and Tricontinental and their
respective Governments. It is not a happy one. It is an exposure which South Australia
could well do without.
Another point which has been made is that from time to time banks require capital
injections to undertake expansion and modernisation. It is true that a Govemnment is not
always well placed to provide that capacity, and that has been the case with Qantas, an
enterprise which, from time to time, requires massive capital investment. This State has
many obligations and it is not always well placed to provide that capital. This reminds
me of a comment Hon Kim Beazley MiHR made in the debate on the privatisation of
Qantas and it picks up some of Hon Jim Scott's concerns. He said that Australia went
through a nation building phase. At that time there was a real effort by the
Commonwealth Government, and to a lesser extent by the State Government, to focus on
massive infrastructure programs; for example, banking, railways, Snowy Mountains-type
schemes and whatever. It occurred at a time when it was difficult for Australia to attract
the investment dollar from internal savings. He pointed out that the economy and
people's concept of government have developed since the Whitlamn era and there had
been a move towards the provision of services. The Federal and State Governments have
focused more on the expansion of education and health. The focus has been on more
sophisticated health and education systems, and there is in place an expanded safety net
in terms of welfare in the sense that Graham Kierath and Hon Peter Foss understand it
and welfare in its more usual sense; that is, the provision of services for the wellbeing of
the community as a whole. There has been a shift in focus. Hon Jim Scott, in focusing
on Malaysia and South Korea, was perhaps pointing to them at a time when they are
going through their nation building phase. I am not saying that there is not a place for
government in the development of infrastructure. I suspect there is, as Australia still has
a long way to go in terms of development. We must understand, however, that there has
been a change in direction by government and there has also been a change in people's
expectations of government. The Opposition is not opposed to competition policies.
Again, I think this is what Hon Jim Scott was trying to get at. I am sure that in his heart
of hearts he is not opposed to it either, but what he is opposed to is this mantra like
adoption of the words "competition policy and privatisation' without looking at what we
are trying to achieve. Unless the privatisation and the competition policy achieve an
improvement to social development and an increase in the welfare and living standards of
the community, it is not worthwhile.
Hon George Cash: Where do you fit in with the Department of Administrative Services
privatising its -

Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: When the Opposition makes its assessment of these
departments, I will be quite happy to go through them with the Minister line by line. I
advise him that there is nothing inherently contradictory about the position the
Opposition adopts. It is not anti-competition. It is his Government which is anti-
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competition. It is the Premier who issued a directive to the workers at the Building
Management Authority that that they could not compete with the private sector for jobs;
it is the Minister's Government which directed TAFE lecturers and the Water Authority
of Western Australia in the same vein. Instead of enhancing and encouraging
competition in government agencies, as the Federal Labor Party and the State Labor
Party would do, this Government has decided that it will not allow open competition, but
competition between a selected few. It means that the public sector is not able to
compete.
One of the reasons the Opposition opposes so many of the Government's privatisation
proposals is that they are not about privatisation. What they are fundamentally about is
the destruction and dismantling of the industrial relations system in this State. That can
be seen very graphically if one does a few case studies. For example, let us consider the
BMA and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, which offered workplace agreements to their
cleaners and gardeners. The cleaners and gardeners did not want them as their union was
negotiating an enterprise agreement because it is understood that flexibility could be
attained in that. What happened? Next month the jobs were privatised. However, one
month prior to that the Government was going to offer them a two, three or four year
workplace agreement. Privatisation was not the prime agenda. If people sign a
workplace agreement it gets them out of the industrial relations system, and that is good
enough for this Government. If they are not prepared to stand back and willingly allow
the Government to unravel the industrial relations system, the Government then tries
privatisation. That is the main reason the Opposition opposes the Government's
privatisation policies. Effectively, it is a dismantling process.
Further, in the vast majority of cases the Opposition does not believe these processes
have been properly costed. The State is not necessarily getting value for money. The
Opposition supports privatisation, not as a mantra, but only to the extent that it will
deliver some benefit to the community as a whole and not to a small group of acolytes of
the Liberal Party.
Hon George Cash: That has been very constructive and helpful for me.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am happy for the Leader of the House to quote what I have
said to me in the future and I am sure he will do that. I will not resile from it one inch.
Hon George Cash: Would you now like to deal with the Hospital Laundry and Linen
Service?
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: This is not the time and place to do that. The Leader of the
House has control of the -

The PRESIDENT: Order! I presume that the Hospital Laundry and Linen service must
bank with BankWest. Is that how it fits into the debate?
Hon John Halden: It will be a shareholder.
The PRESIDENT: I take it that that is so, otherwise we would not be talking about it.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It is not that I resile from discussing the Hospital Laundry
and Linen and Service. If the Minister gives notice I will do my homework on that and
more than happily engage in a lengthy debate with him. We do not support privatisation
to the extent that it is used as a vehicle to promote the interests of a few over the interests
of the whole.
This brings me to what I initially considered was an entirely unrelated matter, but on
further contemplation decided was not. My curiosity was sparked by division 4 of this
Bill. This division is quite interesting. It prohibits the use of the name "Rural and
Industries Bank of WA", "R & I Bank", or any similar corporate name. It prohibits the
use of the prefix "R & I" in any description of a corporate or financial service except with
the Minister's approval. This decision does not rate a mention in the second reading
speech as we found when we were trying to work out why this provision was included.
However, it does appear to pick up a transitional provision in schedule 4 of the 1994
R & I Bank Amendment Act.
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I did some digging to get some background on this provision - why it may have been put
in and why it was so important to lock off the options to the use of the names "Rural and
Industries Bank" and "R & I Bank" and the prefix "R & I". I uncovered in my
investigations a very interesting sequence of events concerning this name. The
legislation changing the name of the R & I Bank to BankWest was introduced into
Parliament on 9 December 1993. From my experience generally, between the time that
Cabinet approval is given until a Bill is drafted, it needs to go to the parliamentary
draftsperson and stand in the queue, and one normally would experience a delay of
between three and four months. We could quite realistically project that the Cabinet
decision to change the name from R & I Bank to BankWest was made about August or
September 1993. Indeed, we see that a public announcement of the change was made by
the Premier on 21 September. I think these dates are important.
I will identify the document from which I am about to quote for those who wish it to be
tabled at the end of my remarks. It is an article from The Australian Financial Review
dated 22 September 1993, and it states -

The State Government-owned R & I Bank of Western Australia is to be renamed
and repackaged before its proposed public float. The managing director Mr
Warwick Kent said yesterday that its new format name would be Bank of
Western Australia Limited, but it would trade under a snappier title -

So we have a Cabinet decision obviously made in August or September and we have a
public announcement on 21 September 1993. However, meantime, back at the ranch, on
16 September 1993 a company lodged an application for reservation of a new corporate
namne. The name it sought was, interestingly enough, very similar to "rural and industry";
it was "Resource and Industry Limited". The business of the company that was seeking
the name change was corporate investment advice and money marketing operations. The
company seeking the name change was none other than Hawkins Court Limited, and the
director of this company, as we all know, is none other than the future federal member
for Curtin, number one son and heir of the former Premier Sir Charles Court and brother
of our own illustrious Premier, Richard Court.
Hon Max Evans: He is the number two son.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I thank the Minister. I did not get around to checking the
genealogy. I thought the Minister would be helpful. I just hope he can explain a few
other things. I hope members have all grasped what we are saying: There was a Cabinet
decision to change the name; that Cabinet decision was not made public until
21 September 1993. Some five days before, on 16 September, we see one Ken Court
sneak to the Corporate Affairs Office with a form 410B and lodge his application to
reserve the name "Resource and Industry Limited" before anyone else knew what was
going on. There are two possibilities: "It could be a pure and extraordinary coincidence;
or it could be the political equivalent of insider trading. If one is not the type of person
prone to wearing crystals one would have to say that the latter is more likely. If this is
true, it has great implications for the ethical standards of the Premier and his brother - a
prospective federal member. It appears that they have sought to exploit the goodwill that
the State institution has acquired for their own purposes and without any payment and to
use their position of privilege to access government information not available to anyone
else.
Hon John Halden: I think we need a royal commission.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: We certainly do. It would be a much more interesting
matter to investigate.
Hon John Halden: What happened in Cabinet?
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: But what happened in the pad at Nedlands? That is more to
the point. What came first? Who told whom? Did Richard tell Ken it was happening or
did Ken tell Richard to make it happen? It is a disgraceful matter that certainly has all
the hallmarks of improper if not corrupt conduct - conduct that we will be reporting
forthwith to the Official Corruption Commission. We will also be bringing it to the
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attention of the Commission on Government. The Minister for Finance would well know
that this is not the first grubby story to surround Hawkins Court or its earlier incarnation,
Court Marine. We will save that for another day for debate with the Minister for
Finance.
We would like to know whether the original transitional provision in schedule 4 of the
1994 Bill and its incorporation in this Bill is a response to this appalling attempt by Ken
Court to use his connection to gain commercial advantage and to exploit a
publicly-owned asset. This sham was known along the Terrace. This provision first
appeared in the 1994 Bill and now has appeared in this legislation. I believe there are a
few honest people in the Court Government and Cabinet. Perhaps they insisted that this
provision be put in place to thwart the plans of Ken Court and company to rip off the
good name and reputation of the R & I Bank. That is one, and perhaps a kind,
interpretation. The other interpretation is that the provision does not in fact stop this
conduct proceeding. Neither piece of legislation operated retrospectively.
As I said, the legislation did not come into effect in the first instance until 1994. By that
time Ken Court had already got access to this name. It is our concern that the provision
in division 4 will be read in such a way that, far from addressing the problem of this
connivance and use of inside information, it will in fact just clear the decks for this
company; it will wipe out all other possible competitors from using a name similar to
"Resource and Industry Limited" and give it freedom to use the field.
One of the provisions is that the prefix "R & I" can be used only with the approval of the
Minister. Who is the Minister responsible for this legislation? I have it on the best of
authority that it is the Premier. We have this bizarre situation where the Premier tells
Ken, "We're going to change the name." Ken scuttles down before it is made public and
registers "Resource and Industry Limited" and then Richard introduces legislation
stopping anyone else using a name like that, which totally clears the way for Resource
and Industry Limited. The Premier then gives himself the power to approve the use of
the prefix. We know that many public companies in Australia -

Point of Order
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: The member used the name "Richard". In this place respect
should be shown to the Premier.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Hon Bruce Donaldson is correct. All
members of either House must be referred to correctly.

Debate Resumed
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The picture is clear. It causes concern. I will be interested
to hear from the Minister for Finance whether there is any possible explanation for this
sequence of events other than that which I have described. Certainly at the very least a
prima facie case of impropriety on the part of the Premier has been revealed. Unless
there is some quite extraordinary or comprehensive explanation for this sequence of
events and how it came to occur, the Opposition will have no option but to refer this
matter to the Official Corruption Commission.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [5.12 pm]: I
will take the opportunity to put my personal view in this matter. I noticed from time to
time that Hon Alannah MacTiernan was questioned about her personal position and the
party's position, so it is appropriate that I make some comments in that regard. First,
Max -
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! We just had a point of order about references to
members by their Christian names.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I refer the Minister for Finance to the Daily Hansard of 17 May
1995 where Hon Kim Chance referred to clauses 23, 24 and 25. He stated -

Those provisions deal with the requirement that the bank's articles of association
should reflect the need to maintain the bank's infrastructure and head office
together, presumably as mandatory articles. From what I read in clause 24, they
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are set in concrete. Clause 25 specifies that clauses 23 and 24 override the
Corporations Law. That is an interesting point. When we first looked at how one
might limit the dealings of an outside corporation which acquired ownership of
the bank, I wondered how we could interfere with the articles of association of
that company which might can determined from time to time properly by the
shareholders but which might not be what we wanted. Clauses 23, 24 and 25
seem to do that adequately.

Those comments were drawn to my attention and I thought about them for some time.
Clause 25 specifies that clauses 23 and 24 override Corporations Law, which I

understand is law resulting from a commonweal th-state agreement. Given that clauses
23 and 24 are probably in conflict with commonwealth legislation, and I refer specifically
to the Trade Practices Act, do we face another issue in which a state Act is
unconstitutional under section 109 of the Australian Constitution?
Hon Max Evans: The Australian Securities Commission legislation was passed by the
Western Australian Government, so Hon John Halden will find it is state legislation, not
federal legislation. I do not see any conflict with the federal legislation. Corporations
Law is state law.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It is, but is it not also a commonwealth law?
Hon Max Evans: The Commonwealth brought it in, but we brought in an enabling state
law.
Hon JOHN HAL-DEN: Hon Max Evans might remember 27 December 1991 and the
debate on the financial institutions legislation.
Hon Max Evans: It is slightly different. That was Queensland legislation; this is federal.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I want the Minister for Finance to clarify whether it is a
commonwealth law and whether that will override this law, and whether we have the
potential for conflict through the Trade Practices Act, which again is a federal law. We
may have considerable difficulty with this clause. The Opposition wants this legislation
to pass, because we are all aiming for the same thing, but in saying this, we need to be
careful that we do not go down a path along which at some future time there is a
challenge to this legislation and we find it to be unconstitutional or invalid.
Hon Max Evans: I will have a proper opinion for the member and we will look at it in
Committee. It is a good point of law. I could see the point made by Hon Kim Chance
last night, but it is an Act of Parliament and cannot be overridden by the shareholders. I
think that is still the state of play. It is state legislation and shareholders cannot override
it.

Hon Kim Chance: Our concern is that it is a restriction on trade.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: This is one of those rare opportunities where we all agree, but I
want it clarified so we can get it right. I will not go over the other issues that Opposition
members have raised.
Hon Max Evans: You may as well; everyone else has.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Most members in this place will understand that I do not have a
political ideology that is against the Government owning assets, but one must accept that
the Government owns assets to deliver services to people for specific reasons, either at a
price, because nobody will take up the opportunity to provide that service, or because
only the Government has the capital resource or borrowing resource to provide that
facility. This was best summed up by Hon Alannah MacTiernan when she talked about
the development of a nation - in this case a State. In earlier days that was a particularly
important role for the bank. I know of its significant contribution in the agriculture areas
of our State in earlier times, and that was a most reasonable requirement at that time.
However, the reality today is that we have a bank which, except for minor competitive
variations in rates, is exactly the same as the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Westpac
Banking Corporation, the National Australia Bank and so on. We must therefore
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question the role of a state owned bank in that situation. It does not provide cheaper
housing loans; subsidised loans to the rural sector; or subsidised loans for private sector
infrastructure. Why, therefore, do we have a state owned bank? The problem of course,
is that it leaves the State open to large capital requirements from time to time. I
remember discussing it with Carmen Lawrence. The Minister for Finance may correct
me, but as I recall there were calls on the bank in 199 1-92 for about $50m.
Hon Max Evans: It was for much more than that.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It could well have been; it was turning the then Premier
considerably greyer than she wanted to be. At the end of the day the service we received
from the bank could have been provided by every other bank. In spite of my political
ideology we must be realistic.
Hon Max Evans: It is not too late to change your ideology.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It changes all the time!
That money could have been spent on a range of other services that are more realistically
the function of the Government to provide. For those reasons, we cannot suggest that we
should continue to own this bank when it does not provide a different service from other
banks and leaves us open to considerable financial exposure. I think that is the position
of the Labor Party - not all its members - and it is definitely my position.
At that point - this is the only significant difference between the Opposition and the
Government - how do we assure ourselves and the community that we will get the best
return for the sale of that asset?
Hon Max Evans: Ask Hon Mark Nevill about his State Government Insurance
Organisation shares. One never knows when one will get the best deal.
Hon Mark Nevill: He sold me a dud.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I have told Hon Mark Nevill that he should not listen to the
conservatives.
Once we have gone that far it must be an open process to assure everybody that the best
return will be achieved by the State, and that is basically all we are asking for in the two
amendments. I do not think they are outrageous propositions, particularly the
amendment to bring the arrangements that will be entered into back to the Parliament in
order to scrutinise them. I am sure that when members opposite were on this side of the
House they wanted that opportunity. The Minister may correct me, but I suggest the
value of this asset is probably $800m to $900m.
Hon Max Evans: It all depends on the market. We got more for the SGIO than we
expected because the market rose. We would be lucky to get $ o~m for it now. We are
talking about $700m for BankWest.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Accepting that my figure is a reasonable ballpark figure, it is an
enormous asset sale.
Hon Max Evans interjected.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I will happily concede that. In light of the amount involved, in
all fairness there is an obligation to put forward clearly and specifically how that figure is
arrived at and what is the nitty gritty of that arrangement. That is not an unrealistic
request. It is very clear there is considerable commonality between the coalition and the
Opposition. However, it was more difficult for the Opposition to reach this position than
the Government.
Hon Mark Nevill: I thought the Minister for Finance was an old fashioned
interventionist.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I have heard that story too!
I think the requests we are making are very reasonable. I hope the Minister for Finance
will give them more consideration than was given in the other place. That is perhaps
why we are here.
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Having put that into perspective I also wonder whether Hon Kim Chance raised his
concerns about clause 4 of the Bill.
Hon Kim Chance: Yes. It concerns a public authority being able to acquire part of
BankWest.
Hon Max Evans: We discussed that last night.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I suggest the Mfinister examine that issue. Perhaps our reading of
that clause is wrong, or perhaps it is right and it is the intention of the Government to
allow public authorities to buy into the bank. If it is, it is a very dangerous path. All I
have said to this point is we should not expose the State in this banking process. I
believe the problem may well be - it may not be deliberate - that the State will be exposed
by virtue of another authority. That would be self-defeating considering what is being
proposed in part of this Bill.
Hon Max Evans: As I said last night, the State Superannuation Board and State
Government Insurance Commission invest hundreds of millions of dollars in the top
companies to try to meet the indexes. They might buy $lmn or $2m worth of shares in
BankWest, which is a small part, not with the aim of controlling BankWest. I will have
the situation clarified. I can see the point the member is making.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The other issue is that the Water Authority or the Hospital
Laundry and Linen Service could buy shares in the bank as I previously suggested by
interjection to the Leader of the House.
Hon Max Evans: Banking would be a better investment than linen.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: More than likely. I do not think that is the Government's
intention. It would not be the Opposition's, particularly not mine. There may be need
for amendment to clause 4 to provide that those organisations, because they are financial
organisations, can legitimately participate within the banking industry in the way the
Minister described. However, we cannot have public authorities involved in share
buying of that nature when their primary or secondary role is nothing to do with the
finance industry.
Hon Max Evans: That comes back to investing in anything.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: We are all rather wiser from the events of the 1980s. I do not
doubt that what the Minister has described is his clear intention. The difficulty is that if it
is left open it could well allow a window of opportunity for a Government of any
political persuasion to use the resources of another agency in a quite inappropriate way.
Obviously in Committee we will examine that in more detail. I will be interested to hear
the Minister' s views on that.
We will oppose this Bill unless we receive commitments soon from the Minister for
Finance. However, the Minister can be assured that, without our objections which are
significant, but numerically minor, we support a great thrust of the Bill. Our concerns
about various parts of the Bill are to be constructive, not obstructive.
HON B.K. DONALDSON (Agricultural) [5.30 pm]: I support this Bill. As someone
who comes from a country area, I have grown up with the R & I Bank, or BankWest as it
now called. It has had a profile in country towns, and there was a lot of emotion when
the privatisation of the bank was first proposed. What Hon John Halden said is correct:
People now make their own commercial banking decisions. In earlier times clients of the
R & I Bank had a significant role in the development of agriculture in Western Australia;
people tended to gravitate to the bank. However, as banking becomes more competitive,
people tend to look at other banking organisations to find one that best suits their needs.
Even my country town of Koorda, for example, had an R & I Bank and a National Bank.
There was quite a frequent interchange between the banks with people moving their
accounts from one bank to the other. When times got a bit tough one bank might have
tightened the screws a little, so people went to the bank at the other end of town.
Hon Max Evans: At that stage the old bank manager was glad to see them go to the other
bank.
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Hon B.K. DONALDSON: That is true. There would then be a refocus on banking
procedures and within a period of two to four years the people returned to the bank.
There was naturally a bit of disquiet in country areas that something which had propped
them up over many years would be removed. People are now coming to the
understanding that government should not be involved in banking. It is a terrible thing
when Governments get themselves involved in influencing the commercial management
decisions which should be made by the bank. If the Government does not get out of the
bank completely, it will still be committed to the guarantee for the existing liabilities.
Even if the Government has a part interest in the bank, it will still be liable for that
guarantee in either a moral way or a statutory way.
The sale of the bank, whichever way it occurs - that will be determined by the
Government of the day - will be a debt reduction. If we do our sums and take the figure
given by the Minister for Finance of $700m, reducing debt at 10 per cent, we find that it
will result in a reduction in debt each year of something like $70mn. There will be an
ongoing saving to all Western Australians and they will be better able to utilise those
assets. The capital needed in the banking institutions is increasing.
Hon Max Evans: Since the sale of the tower building the State's ratio is better.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: Hon John Halden pointed out that that sort of money has no
significance to the people of Western Australia. It is far better for the money to be used
in other areas. From that point of view the proposal to privatise the bank has great
credibility.
Hon Mark Nevill: What about spending it on a new Parliament House?
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: That is up to the Government.
Hon Max Evans: I'd rather invest it in the bank; there would be a better return on the
money.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: If we continue with this process, all Governments will rely on
the sound management of the bank for the bank itself to be in the market place, grabbing
every opportunity, and making sure that at the end of the year there is a large profit and a
dividend back to the Government. We all know of cases where lending processes have
taken place which have put other banks at risk and into liquidation; however, they have
been saved by the Commonwealth Government. It is always fraught with danger when a
Government fiddles around with the banking system. It cannot be a player in the game
and an umpire at the same time. That is why I was a bit reluctant at first about the effect
the privatisation would have on country towns.
If we consider the bank as a commercial enterprise, as any organisation should be, that
rationalisation could have taken place anyway, whether the existing structure was still in
place or further down the path. I do not think that by the Government hanging on to the
bank, it will maintain the bank's branches in all the country towns: The rationalisation is
taking place anyway. Although none of us wants to see any further reduction in the
population of country areas and the effect that may have on the banking in the towns, the
commercial reality is that it has been happening, and will probably continue to happen.
Modern technology has made certain things available. It will not be long before we have
touch phone facilities and can do all our shopping and banking from home. That occurs
in other places around the world already. When we think about it, it is a sorry state.
Hon Mark Nevill: We may not even have to get out of bed.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: That is the point. I can see us using video conferencing
arrangements so that we can debate legislation from home. Who knows?
Hon Kim Chance: Cyberbanking!
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: Unfortunately these things are the realities of life. Whichever
form the privatisation of the bank takes, it is important that there is no further
minimisation of drain on some of the country towns in which the bank has branches. I
pray that the homework for that has already been done, and I am sure my country
colleagues agree with me. I would prefer to see government out of banking completely; I
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do not think bankting is its role. I hope that the debt reduction which will be made
possible from the sale of this bank will assist people by other means, and that there will
be a significant saving in interest and in financing the existing debt.
Hon Mark Nevill: Won't that debt servicing be offset only by a revenue stream?
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: From what I understand, the Government is having to finance
a debt. If it reduces that by $700m, at the current market rate of 10 per cent -

Hon Mark Nevill: If you save $60m and get a revenue stream from the bank of $60m to
$70m, you are better off.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: But the Government would not be committed to an ongoing
liability of guarantor.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: You can wind that back anyway.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: What would be done with the capital adequacy ratio?
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: It doesn't mean that you sell it at a ny price.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: I am not saying that it should be sold at any price.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): This sounds more like a Committee
debate than the second reading debate. Let us finish the second reading first.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: This is an interesting discussion. I have my own views on the
sale. I see the benefits of it with some degree of reluctance. As I said earlier, I hope that
the rationalisation of that commercial enterprise, BankWest, has taken place, and that in
the future there will be a more minimal effect on country towns where the bank is
located.
Hon Mark Nevill: Can you envisage in the future another bank controlling this bank and
having a policy of not lending in the rural areas, like the Government Insurance Office
does? It could really pull the carpet out of the country areas. It is quite possible.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: From my knowledge from 20 years in an agricultural area,
although there have been highs and lows, farming is of a cyclic nature. At times
commodity prices fell dramatically and there was a rapid escalation of inputs, and many
farmers were in deep financial trouble. All banks took a realistic approach and assisted
many farmers through those periods when it was questionable whether they had enough
liquidity in their operations. Many of those farmers have been able to come out of that,
and, with the turnaround of the next cycle and increasing commodity prices, the role the
banks played in keeping those farmers on the land will pay off. I am sure that, at times,
banks would have felt that, on a commercial basis, that was not a good proposition.
However, if many farms were put on the market on a fire sale basis, it would be
disastrous. I do not believe any banking institution would walk away from the
agricultural sector. There is a huge turnover of dollars in and out of banks. The bottom
line might not be in the right colour in many farmers' bank accounts at the end of the
year. However, at least there is a continual rollover of funds in and out of banks. The
banks do very nicely out of the overdraft interest rates. As all members know, most of
the banks impose a surcharge.
Hon Mark Nevill: They might charge a premium for rural loans.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: Most banks charge a premium already on rural loans.
Hon Kim Chance: Do you know that, yesterday, the Prime Minister deplored the fact
that the trading banks were pulling out of rural-based lending? Mortgage brokers also
will not touch anything in the bush.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: The Prime Minister would have a better knowledge of that
because he talks to all the heads of the banks. If that is correct, that is atroious. I cannot
believe that any bank would do that.
Hon Kim Chance: The banks are not the only ones. The mortgage brokers will not touch
anything outside the metropolitan area, even in a regional city like Geraldton.
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Hon B.K. DONALDSON: That seems strange to me because, in the past 12 months - I
hope I am correct - a number of the large companies that deal in agricultural products
have reported record sales.
Hon Kim Chance: I am as surprised as the Prime Minister was.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: I know some of that is a mixture of vendor finance and a lot
of bank finance. I know of people who bought properties recently who had to make sure
that they had carry-on finance because of their program - the additional stock and the
additional super they would require. From my indications, there was no reluctance.
Hon Kim Chance: I have a feeling, although I do not know, that the pastoral houses are
picking up some of the vacuum that has been created.
Hon B.K DONALDSON: Whether we like it or not, the agricultural sector still has a
very large and important role to play in the economic development of this nation. It may
not carry Australia on the sheep's back as it used to. However, one has only to look at
the effect the drought in the Eastern States had on our current account deficit. Some
areas of Queensland have had three and four years of drought. There has been a huge
downturn in commodity outputs. In fact, it has been so dramatic that it has been forecast
that, by 1998 or 1999, the wool stockpile will be gone because we are not producing
enough wool to meet our markets. Only a couple of years ago we were wondering what
we would do with the four million bales that were stockpiled. They were talking about
making an artificial reef with it.
Hon Kim Chance: They would be out their with dredges now.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: We would all be scuba diving trying to retrieve it. I can
remember when Bob Hawke became Prime Minister in 1983, not long after the drought
broke, saying that he had been elected and it had rained. If I remember correctly, he also
said that he could see the benefits from a vibrant agricultural industry that was not
subjected to drought conditions because he knew the decline that occurred to the nation's
export income. Anybody who has been in the farming game knows that farmers might
turn over a lot of money, but not much sticks to the ends of the fingers. It is a long piece
of string between the farm gate and the deck of a ship.
Hon Mark Nevill: You are all asset rich and cash poor.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: Exactly. When prices fell a few years ago, we were. not too
asset rich either because no-one wanted to buy our farms. At the end of the day, I would
be very surprised, looking at the input from the agricultural sector in Australia, if banking
institutions walk away from what I believe is normal commercial practice. They would
have to weigh up the pros and cons, like everyone else. However, it is a very attractive
way of lending money. When the premium is put on, as Hon Mark Nevill said, it
becomes even more attractive. It is not a bad way to generate income for the bank.
Hon Mark Nevill: You can be sure in the future that there will be very few managers of
the big banks who have spent time in rural areas.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: People come up through the system. Some bank officers
specialise. Banks take on people with a rural background and with degrees in commerce
who have a feel for what is really needed in the bush. However, like every other
organisation that gives credit, they must weigh up the pros and cons and the risks. Part of
the risk is the reason for applying the premium.
Hon Kim Chance: It is not true statistically. Farm lending has a very low rate of non-
performance.
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: That is not unreasonable considering some of the corporate
giants that went down the gurgler and the amount of money they took with them not only
from banking institutions, but also out of the pockets of the average Mr and
Mrs Australia. If all of that money were added up, Hon Kim Chance would probably be
right; the losses that banks incurred over the years would not get close to it. Therefore,
banks should probably turn around and lend more money to the agricultural sector!

3339



Hon Mark Nevill: At a discount!
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: It would be lovely to have a discount. I hope that, at the end
of the day - I am sure everyone in this House also hopes this wherever they come from -
any further rationalisation that is applied to BankWest will be done with careful thought
being given to the fact that the Australian agricultural sector, and particularly the Western
Australian sector, still has a very vital role to play in our economy. I support the Bill.
HON MLAX EVANS (North Metropolitan - Minister for Finance) [5.48 pm]: I thank the
Opposition for its qualified support.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Contingent support.
Hon Mark Nevill: My support is as strong as the Minister's.
Hon MAX EVANS: It is qualified on certain points.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Contingent upon accepting the amendment.
Hon MvAX EVANS: I have been advised that Corporations Law, as it applies in Western
Australia, is a state law under Western Australian corporations law legislation.
Consequently, this Parliament has the power to override the state law which brings
Corporations Law into force in this State. Hon John flalden asked whether federal law
overrides that.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: We thought that was right. Have you had legal advice?
Hon MAX EVANS: My adviser has given me this information. I advise Hon Kim
Chance that the only public agencies which can hold shares in the bank are those with the
authority under their legislation to invest in shares or a trustee investment; that is,
provided the bank maintains a trustee status. I do not think the Water Authority of
Western Australia has the authority to invest in shares; however, I imagine the Totalisator
Agency Board and Lotto do.
Hon Kim Chance: The SOIC has that power.
Hon MAX EVANS: The State Superannuation Board and the State Government
Insurance Commission do have that power.
Division 4 has been included in the Bill because it relates to the existing Act. It protects
the goodwill of the name of the bank. It refers to the previous names of the bank - The
Rural and Industries Bank of Western Australia and the R & I Bank of Western Australia
Ltd - and to the prefix "R & I". It is understood that the company concerned does not use
the prefix "R & I" but the full name, which is Resources and Industries Ltd.
A comment was made that banks are withdrawing from the country. This trend applies
not only to banks, but also to motor vehicle dealerships and supermarkets. The loyalty
that country people have to their towns has changed and most country people travel to
Perth to buy their goods because it is where they can find the best price. It is something
that people will regret, because businesses in the country will close down. Hon Bruce
Donaldson demonstrated that people are going from one bank to another to get the best
deal. In the old days people would go to another bank because they could not get any
more credit from their old bank. However, today people are looking for a better deal, and
that might be a higher rate of interest on a deposit. Farmers tend to look for the better
deal and they stay with that bank when they want to borrow. There has been a lot of
competition in the banking industry, but all the banks are virtually the same.
People do have a per-ception that the losses incurred by farmers are great, but that really
is not the case. It was anticipated, because of the drought and the recession, that many
farmers would suffer huge financial losses. I do not know how many farmers were
affected, but the banks were very tolerant of their situation. I recall a meeting with the
Australian Bankers Association a few years ago at which the point was raised that people
were having trouble borrowing money. At that time I was looking after a client who
lives in Esperance. For over 20 years he had had an overdraft and he was having trouble
borrowing $25 000 for feedlotting. I told a bank manager about the problems I was
encountering and that I had reached the stage where I was prepared to lend my client the
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money because the bank would not come to the party. The bank manager turned to me
and said that I should go to his bank for assistance. I had to tell him that I was dealing
with his bank! The problem was that the bank manager in Perth did not know what
feedilotting was. I had to explain it to him. The problem is that many bank managers do
not understand normal farming methods.
I come now to the question of benchmarks. Banks cannot afford to take losses these days
because there is so much competition in terms of their profitability and they are
scrutinised by investment analysts. They must be very careful with their use of
benchmarks. Members should bear in mind that when a bank lends $100~m, all it gets
back is the interest. If it writes off $20 000 it will never get it back from another client.
It does not make a profit from lending money. That is the reason that banks look very
carefully at proposals which involve the rural areas. If they perceive that a loss might
eventuate, they will not go ahead with the deal.
Banks have become far too automated. Perhaps in a few years' time we will have a bank
which wants to provide a service to its customers. All we hear these days are comments
about the smartcard and having one's bank balance on a small card. I suppose it could
generate more betting at the TAB!
Mortgage brokers are diversifying, but it all comes down to the fact that country people
are moving to the city to get a better deal for their money. It will be the downfall of
country businesses.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Are you going to address the Opposition's concern as to
whether the specific privatisation proposal comes down -

Hon MAX EVANS: I have not finished. I was addressing the last points that were raised
in the debate and I will spend another two hours replying to this debate on Wednesday.
I will not deal with the members' points in chronological order because many members
asked the same question. Hon Mark Nevill said that BankWest has been a good citizen
of Western Australia over the years. Anybody who takes over BankWest will continue to
sponsor sport and the arts in the same way as the Challenge Bank Ltd, Town and Country
Bank Ltd and the Home Building Society.
Reference was made to the four major Australian banks. The only difference between
state banks and private banks is that the state banks are guaranteed by the State
Governments. That is why the Victorian and South Australian Governments were
confronted with problems: They had to find the money to pick up the losses because of
the guarantees that were in place. If a private bank falls over, the shareholders lose their
money, and that is what happened to the Bank of Adelaide several years ago. The
Reserve Bank will assist them to a small degree, but it will not pick up any losses. It is
the government guarantee applying to state banks which creates the problem. I have not
had time to check the figures relating to the Bank of South Australia, but I think it will
bring in $1.5b, which is a huge price. However, I am sure someone will pay that amount
just to get into South Australia.
Reference was made to what a large amount $700m is and how we have to be careful
about trying to obtain that amount. I remind members that $700m was not considered to
be very much a few years ago. The previous Government put $791im into Holmes a
Court's hands to buy Bell shares, BHP shares and city properties. Twenty-one days after
the world's greatest share market crash, $491m was handed over, and $300rn was handed
over on 25 April 1988.
Hon Mark Nevill: Bell and BHP had assets. The value was not in those companies - it
was pilfered later on.
Hon MA&X EVANS: They bought them for the wrong reasons. They were on the market
for a lower price than what was paid for them. At the same time, $175m went into
Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd. That amount of money was not considered to be very
great in those days, but this Government considers $700m to be a large sum of money.
The Government will also receive $200m from the Commonwealth Government by way
of taxation compensation, and I will provide the House with more details on that later.
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Banks should be able to make profits. In recent years their profits have fluctuated. The
Government has to borrow all its money; therefore, the state bank was never going to
receive a good return for its money. It was paying interest on the money it borrowed and
it had a liability. One never knows what will happen to a bank. The Bank of America,
one of the largest banks in the world, got into trouble for lending too much money.
[Debate adjourned, pursuant to Standing Order No 6 1(b).]

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - ORDINARY
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [6.00 pm]: I
move -

That the House do now adjourn.
Adjournment Debate - Redundancy Payments for Changing Jobs, Misrepresentation

HON A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [6.01 pm]: Apparently yesterday in
the other place the Minister for Labour Relations, in his usual quite misleading way,
claimed I had stated that persons who had taken positions in the private sector after their
jobs had been privatised should receive full redundancy entitlements. That is a total
misrepresentation of the case I have been making in this House and elsewhere. I want
the Minister for Labour Relations to come clean on the provisions of the Public Sector
Management Act which enable a department or agency which is privatising its operation
to direct an employee to take a position within the private sector. If employees refuse to
take positions within the private sector, they are then liable to be dismissed for having
breached discipline under the provisions of the Public Sector Management Act. That
would result in loss of redundancy payments. The Opposition has no difficulty with
people exercising their right to choose to take a position in a privatised setting; for
example, a tradesman from the Building Management Authority might be offered a
position by a company taking over the work formerly carried out by the BMA. The
Opposition has no difficulty with that person electing to take a position and not being
entitled to his redundancy payments. However, the Opposition is concerned about a
situation which is totally unacceptable; that is, employees are fearful that their jobs will
be abolished, the service will be provided by the private sector and their future will be
uncertain. When private sector suppliers tender for contracts, it is made clear in the
tender documents that they will gain bonus points in the assessment of their tenders if
they agree to take on people currently employed by the public sector agency. The
companies, therefore, volunteer as a condition of the tender to take on the existing
employees.
I do not know how many members opposite attended a privatisation seminar organised
by Mr George Strickland for members of the Liberal Party, ironically on 1 May. A small
business person from the United Kingdom, who had been through privatisation under
Margaret Thatcher, was invited to speak at that seminar about his experience in the
United Kingdom. He set it out very plainly. He and his wife, and a number of their
friends, had been public sector employees. A privatisation program was in operation,
very similar to that in this State at the moment. The man and his wife were compulsorily
transferred to the private sector provider and within the space of four months they both
lost their jobs, as did everyone they knew. This is not Trades and Labor Council rhetoric;
it is a story presented at a Liberal Party privatisation seminar by a small business person.
Presumably the Liberal Party invited him to talk about the benefits and choices for small
business in privatisation.
The Opposition has been particularly concerned about employees who are more than
45 years of age and who will have difficulty gaining further employment. As the age of
the worker increases, so does his or her alarm about the future. That applies particularly
to people in trades areas which involve an element of physical labour. Their capacity to
compete with 20 to 25 year olds is limited. These are not at all unusual situations for
people who have worked for up to 25 years in organisations such as the Water Authority,
Westrail or the Building Management Authority. Those people currently have an
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entitlement of up to 46 weeks redundancy payment under the Public Sector Management
Act and some have entitlements under their federal awards. They are concerned that if
they are offered and accept private sector jobs, they may lose those jobs within three to
six months, and be left with nothing. That is a serious concern and the Minister for
Labour Relations should not laugh it off and fail to appreciate the issues involved.
Unfortunately, the Minister for Labour Relations refuses to be honest in any public forum
about the nature of the powers of the Government under the Public Sector Management
Act. Transcript after transcript of his sessions on radio stations 6PR and the ABC
indicates that when questioned about the fate of the workers at these agencies, he says
no-one will be forced off the government payroll and they will all have a choice of
redundancy or redeployment. He constantly says people will have a choice. However,
when he is questioned in this House in detail about his intentions for these agencies,
every time he gives a guarded, Sir Humphrey type answer that the Government will
proceed with its privatisation proposals in accordance with the Public Sector
Management Act.
I ask members opposite to convey to Graham Kierath that the Opposition is not
suggesting that people who voluntarily move to the private sector should receive
redundancy payments. The Opposition wants the Government to come clean about
whether it intends to use those provisions under the Public Sector Management Act to
force workers into the private sector against their will. Also, the Opposition believes
some thought should be given to encouraging those workers - particularly those on
federal awards - to accept positions in the private sector under some arrangement
whereby redundancy payments will be deferred. Under that arrangement, if their
employment were terminated within a specified period, the redundancy payments would
be reinstated on a sliding scale. I suggest the Government might then find fewer people
will opt for redeployment and more people will be prepared to accept positions in the
private sector.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.09 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - TELECOMMUNICATIONS, EXPENDITURE
106. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the total telecommunications expenditure for each department
or agency within the Minister's current portfolio areas for each of the
following years -

(a) 1992-93;
(b) 1993-94; and
(c) 1994-95 (Budget estimate)?

(2) What part of this expenditure in each of the years above was for
telecommunications expenditure other than Telecom phone accounts?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Department of Transport -
(1) (a) $409 667

(b) $417811
(c) $420 000

(2) Approximately $3 000 to $4 000.
Main Roads Western Australia -
(1) (a) $4440389

(b) $4833910
(c) $3 951 680

(2) $3 260 389
$3 896 190
$2 991 480

MetroBus -

(1) (a) $0.398m
(b) $0.441m
(c) $0.406m

(2) $0.041m,
$0.055m
$0.053m,

Eastern Goldfields Transport Board -

(1) (a) $8300
(b) $8 500
(c) $7 000

(2) Nil.
Westrail -

(1) (a) $6729593
(b) $5 509 661
(c) $5 025 721

(2) $5 692 824
$4491 284
$4058371

Stateships -

(1) (a) $118710
(b) $119843
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(c) $105000
(2) $75 023

$67 551
$64 000

Fremantle Port Authority -

(1) (a) $327 342
(b) $326997
(c) $260 324

(2) $80 872
$104 081
$101 800

Albany Port Authority -

(1) (a) $12851
(b) $18251
(c) $18916

(2) Nil.
Bunbury Port Authority -

(1) (a) $16700
(b) $22 580
(c) $23 900

(2) $500
$600
Nil.

Dampier Port Authority -

(1) (a) $27683
(b) $27 939
(c) $36 155

(2) Nil
$3 147
$5418

Esperance Port Authority -

(1) (a) $13852
(b) $12115
(c) $17000

(2) $3 100
Geraldton Port Authority -

(1) (a) $40689
(b) $38 033
(c) $37 000

(2) Nil.
Port Hedland Port Authority -

(1) (a) $53296
(b) $52418
(c) $54000

(2) $2512
$3 430
$3 000
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EDUCATION - PREPRIMARY
Entry Age

163. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Did the Minister establish, in 1994, a longitudinal project to monitor and

evaluate the educational and social effects of increasing the preprimary
entry age?

(2) If not, why not?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) The establishment of such a project was recommended in the Scott report

on preprimary education, only in the event of there being a prior decision
to increase the preprimary entry age.

EDUCATION - PREPRIMARY, FULL TIME
Kindergarten Program Option

165. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
What steps has the Minister or the Education Department taken to ensure that by
2002 all children eligible to begin full time preprimary in the following year
should be provided with the option of a kindergarten program comprising
10 hours per week under the supervision of trained early childhood teachers?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Government has decided that the current two half-day sessional program will
be retained until a final decision on school entry age has been made and the four-
day preprimary program has been fully implemented.

EDUCATION - FOUR-YEAR-OLDS
Voluntary Kindergarten

217. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister given priority to the provision of a voluntary

kindergarten for all children in their fourth year?
(2) If not, why not?
(3) If so, how has the Minister achieved this?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The policy for the provision of sessional places for four-year-olds by the

Education Department has been to maintain enrolments at current levels.
(2) The Government will work to extend the availability of the current two

session per week program in conjunction with the further implementation
of the four day per week preprimary program.

(3) The central office of the Education Department monitors kindergarten
enrolments to ensure that the maximum number of places possible are
offered to parents.

EDUCATION - CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
Special Centres

278. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Government provided sufficient special centres to address the

particular problems and educational needs of those children whose level of
behaviour is such that regular schools are unable to cope?

(2) If not, why not?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The Education Department currently provides four metropolitan social
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psychological, education resource centres supporting primary schools;
four metropolitan alternative education initiative programs supporting
secondary schools; two country programs - Kalgoorlie and Geraldton -
supporting schools with 10 to 16 year olds; and school psychology service
to assist all schools.

(2) Not applicable.
SCHOOLS - STUDENTS, SEVERELY DISRUPTIVE

Special Purpose Schools and Courses Establishment
328. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the Minister or the Education Department established any special
purpose schools and courses employing constructive programs to enhance
the opportunities of severely disruptive students?

(2) If not, why not?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes, the Education Department currently provides four metropolitan

social psychological, education resource centres supporting primary
schools; four metropolitan alternative education initiative programs
supporting secondary schools; two country programs - Kalgoorlie and
Geraldton - supporting schools with 10 to 16 year olds. In addition the
department provides a comprehensive school psychology service to assist
schools in handling severely disruptive students.

(2) Not applicable.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - NAME CHANGES OF DEPARTMENTS,
AGENCIES OR BODIES

342. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Would the Minister please list -

(a) the current name; and
(b) the previous name,
of any department, agency or body within your portfolio area which has
had a change of name since January 1993?

(2) On what date was the name change effected for each of these departments,
agencies or bodies referred to in part (1) above?

(3) What was the total cost to the Government of each of these name
changes?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Department of Transport - Maritime Division -

(1) (a) Department of Transport - Maritime Division
(b) Department of Marine and Harbours.

(2) 1 January 1994.
(3) Signage was changed at the time of routine replacement. Stationery

stocks were run down prior to the change.
MetroBus -

(1) (a)
(b)

MetroBus
Transperth.

(2) 14 February 1995.
(3) Refer to reply to question 153.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS - PRIVATISATION OF FUNCTIONS

610. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for the Environment representing the
Minister for Disability Services:
With respect to the Minister for Disability Services' department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) What functions have been wholly or partly privatised since 16 December
1994?

(2) As a result of that, how many full time equivalents have left the public
sector?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -

(1) As at 16 May 1995, no functions have been wholly or partly privatised
since 16 December 1994.

(2) Not applicable.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - PRIORITIES

768. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Education Department given priority attention to the following

matters -

(a) the development of educational and administrative leadership;
(b) more effective avenues for communication and consultation; and

(c) a closer examination in times of budget restraint to maintaining
existing policies, in preference to less viable support services?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If yes, would the Minister provide details as to how this has been

achieved?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) (a) The Education Department offers leadership development

programs to school leaders from levels 3 to 6. In 1994, priority
was given to the development of new leadership courses focusing
on curriculum leadership, risk management, improving
performance and induction. Consultations were undertaken late in
1994 between professional associations of school leaders and
central office senior officers to rationalise and coordinate
professional development activities on a partnership basis. A
school leadership placement program was established in 1994 to
enable school leaders to enhance their administrative and
management skills by working in a central office role for up to
12 months.

(b) In 1995, the Education Department's "Education Circular." was
replaced by a fortnightly newspaper "School Matters" in
conjunction with the department's monthly bulk mail out, "Ed
Mail". In 1994 a schools strategic planning council was
established to provide a formal mechanism for professional
associations of school leaders to contribute to the department's
strategic planning process.

(c) During the current period of budget restraint, a budget task force
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has been formed to scrutinise every support service and program in
the department, regardless of its relative visibility.
SCHOOLS - STUDENT-TEACHER RATIOS

891. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
What were the studentateacher ratios in government schools in -
(a) preprimary;
(b) primary;
(c) education support centres and schools; and
(d) secondary,
in 1994?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(a) 22.7 (FTE)
(b) 18.8
(c) 5.0
(d) 12.7
Excludes distance education centre and senior colleges.

TRAINING, DEPARTMENT OF - PETROLEUM INDUSTRY TRAINING,
PROGRAMS FUNDING

1219. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:
With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within that department -

(1) What programs to support petroleum industry training are being funded?
(2) What is the amount of funds budgeted for this financial year?
(3) Who is in or proposed to be in receipt of the funds and in each case in

what amount?
(4) How many prospective employees are estimated to benefit from the

programs?
(5) In what categories of training/expertise are the programs designed to

address?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(5) There are no specific programs aimed at supporting petroleum industry

training. However, the South Metropolitan College of TAFE offers three
part time certificate training courses in chemical plant operation, chemical
plant skills and chemical industries (operations). For semester 1 in 1995,
16 students were enrolled. The Advanced Manufacturing and Technology
Centre also conducts various engineering and science courses which are
relevant to the petroleum industry.

DARLING RANGE NATIONAL PARK - REGIONAL PARK PROCLAMATION
1236. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment representing the Minister

for Planning:
(1) In respect of the Darling Range national park, which was proposed to be

proclaimed in July 1994, does the Government still propose to proclaim
the regional park?

(2) If so, when will the regional park be proclaimed?
(3) What is preventing the immediate proclamation of the Darling Range

regional park?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) There is currently no provision for proclamation of regional parks;

however, work is continuing towards finalisation of a report which will
lead to the establishment of the Darling Range regional park.

(2) This report is expected to be completed before the end of June 1995;
however, formal proclamation cannot occur until the CALM Act has been
amended to provided for a regional parks category of land.

(3) See answers to (1) and (2).
CALM - PICKET LINE, DAUBNEY'S DAIRY, NORTHCLIFFE, OFFICERS

PRESENT
1238. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Were Department of Conservation and Land Management officers present
on the picket line which prevented milk being legitimately collected from
Daubney's Dairy in Northcliffe?

(2) If yes -

(a) who were those officers;
(b) were they instructed to attend by the Department of Conservation

and Land Management; and
(c) does the Government endorse their actions?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1) Several CALM officers attended the protest at the Daubney property in
their own time.

(2) (a) As the officers were not acting in an official capacity it is not
appropriate that they be asked to provide their names.

(b) No.
(c) The Government does not condone actions which inhibit or

adversely affect lawful activities.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
PROGRAM

1270. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the Education Department conducted discussions with the Federal
Government on the adequacy of its funding for English as a second
language programs?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If yes, -

(a) what came out of these discussions; and

(b) does the State Government intend to give priority to ESL programs?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The Education Department has discussed the level of funding for English

as a second language programs with the Federal Government.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) (a) The Federal Government will continue to monitor the ESL

program funding in the context of the national equity program for
schools agreement with the State Government.

(b) The State Government will continue to give ESL programs the
priority they are currently accorded.
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STATESHIPS - FUNDING
1300. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the amount of funding allocated to Stateships in the 1994-95
Budget?

(2) What amount of that funding has Stateships called upon as at 1 April
1995?

(3) At 1 April 1995, what additional funding - other than external income,
such as freight and demurrage etc - has Stateships called upon to meet the
expenses in the 1994-95 fiscal year from -
(a) overdraft facilities;
(b) its Nos 1 and 2 bank accounts;
(c) sale of assets; and
(d) any other source?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) $16010000.
(2) The Leader of the Opposition should be aware that the funding of

Stateships has been based on an overdraft arrangement for a number of
years. After considering a proposal from Stateships the Government has
recently provided funding to overcome the need to constantly rely on an
overdraft facility. Of course, like any business an overdraft facility will be
required from time to time to cover abnormal events. From 1 July 1994 to
I May 1995 inclusive Stateships has received funding of $17 702 400.
This is made up of -

Original budget $15 909 800
Additional funding $392 600
Funding to remove reliance on overdraft $1 400 000

(3) (a)-(b) As at 1 May 1995 the overdraft facility available on Stateships'
No 1 bank account was the same as that available 1 May 1994.
The bank balance was -

at 30 June 1994 $1 740 318.38 overdraft
1 May 1995 $546 467.82 overdraft

1994-95 capital expenses met from the No 2 bank account to
1 May 1995 are: $10 463 various computer equipment
replacements and $95 153 dry dock expenses.

(c) Proceeds from sale of assets to 1 May 1995 - $353 363.40.
(d) Stateships received funding of $100 000 from Western Australian

Treasury Corporation to pay out a maturing loan. The $392 600
additional funding listed in (2) was received in January 1995 to
cover items not included in the original budget.

LEARNING, INFORMATION AND BUSINESS NETWORK CENTRES -
RESIGNATIONS, DUE TO EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS

1308. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many employees of the Western Australian Learning, Information

and Business Network Centres have resigned their positions because they
were employed on a contract basis only?

(2) Does the Minister acknowledge that the lack of a more secure formn of
employment is a disincentive for better qualified personnel to remain in
such positions?
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Hon NYF MOORE replied:
(1) None.
(2) Not applicable.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS - CLONTARF ORPHANAGE
Brother Keaney, Punishment of Boys Letter

1316. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Community Development:
(1) Did a welfare officer in a letter ACC 11031 AN 145/1 145/22 dated

5 December 1940 to the Secretary of the Child Welfare Department note
that Brother Keaney had inflicted 12 strikes on the posteriors of five boys
at Clontarf Orphanage?

(2) Did Brother Keaney remark to that officer who reported the remark on
5 December 1940, that the buttocks were fairly sensitive and bruised
easily and he could hit some with a small pencil and a mark would be left?

(3) Did two child welfare officers report, on ACC 1031 AN 145/1 1405/22
folio 279, that Brother Keaney refused to allow them to conduct an
inquiry into the punishment of boys?

(4) Did the Secretary of the Child Welfare Department, on ACC 1031 AN
145/1 1405/22 folio 281 dated 29 October 1940, recommend to the
Archbishop of Perth that Brother Keaney be removed as manager at
Clontarf?

(5) Did the secretary in the same folio give the opinion that Brother Keaney's
object in life was to erect buildings and to work boys as hard as he could
to get work done expeditiously and cheaply?

(6) Did the secretary in that folio give the opinion that the Archbishop of
Perth was loath to remove Brother Keaney because it would not be easy to
replace him so that building operations could be completed without
engaging someone specially at a greatly increased cost?

(7) Did the secretary, on ACC 1031 AN 145/1 1405/22 folio 288 dated
19 November 1940, note that the Archbishop of Perth, objecting to
officers appointed to investigate punishment at Clontarf, used a Public
Service list to suggest that the secretary use other child welfare officers as
investigators?

(8) Did the Secretary of the Child Welfare Department, on ACC 1031 145/1
1405/22 folio 283, note that a Clontarf ward had been injured while being
used, with other wards, to demolish a burnt-out shell of Aherns furniture
factory at 1 Temple Street, Victoria Park?

(9) Was that ward made an in-patient at Royal Perth Hospital as a result of
that accident?

(10) Did the secretary, on ACC 1031 145/1 1405/22 folio 283, note that he did
not know which of two Christian Brothers to believe when the menu of
Clontarf Orphanage was being discussed?

(11) Did the Welfare Officer, on ACC 1031 AN 145/1 1405/22 folio 293,
report to the Secretary of the Child Welfare Department that the two boys,
one 13 years and the other 9 years of age, were working around the
buildings at Clontarf instead of being in class?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Community Development

(l)-(2) Unable to locate a letter dated 5 December 1940 given the reference ACC
11031 AN 145/1 145/22.
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(3) Yes.
(4)-(6) No.
(7)-(11)

Yes.
WESTRAIL - PASSENGER RAIL SERVICES, PRIVATE OPERATORS

1341. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the Minister held meetings with any private contractors in regard to

the private delivery of any passenger rail services in Western Australia?
(2) If yes, who were they and when did he meet with them?
(3) Where are those operators located?
(4) What is the current status of each of those negotiations?
(5) Which passenger rail services did he discuss in those meetings?
(6) Would the private companies be required to utilise their own rolling stock

or would they be required to lease them from Westrail?
(7) What gauge rolling stock does each of those contractors utilise?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.
(6) Either could apply. For example, the expression of interest for the Avon

Valley CityLink - advertised in the Weekend Australian and The West
Australian on 21 January 1995 - stated that the provision of roiling stock
would be the operator's responsibility and asked parties to indicate
whether they desired to lease or purchase rolling stock held by Westrail.

(7) Not applicable.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - PUBLIC SERVICE ITEMS, VACANT

1342. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many public service items are currently vacant in the Education

Department?
(2) How many public service items currently have acting appointments in

those positions?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) 45.
(2) 40.

CHILD WELFARE DEPARTMENT - ST JOSEPH'S FARM SCHOOL, BINDOON
Inspection Reports

1353. Hon CH-ERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Community Development:
(1) Did the Secretary of the Child Welfare Department, in SAWA CWD ACC

1031 A/N 145/6 File 935/47, on 23 January 1948 write to the Under
Secretary for Lands, Department of Lands and Surveys about aninspection report on St Joseph's Farm School, Bindoon written by the
CWD institutions officer?

(2) Did he also note an inspection report on St Joseph's Farm School,
Bindoon written by a senior departmental nurse?

(3) Did the secretary say that he was alarmed at the nature of the reports but
not surprised?
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(4) Did he say he had never been happy about Bindoon?

(5) Did the institutions officer's report note that it appeared to be policy at
Bindoon to take all boys out of school and work them at Bindoon
immediately they were of school leaving age?

(6) Did he note that this policy did not seem in keeping with policy
concerning the welfare of the children?

(7) Did he opine that the boys were not being given the opportunity of
education because they were working for the benefit of the institution?

(8) Did he note that the boys seemed to be required to work in all kinds of
weather, that on the day he saw them they were working in cold, windy
and rainy conditions that private building contractors would not work in?

(9) Did he recommend that no further children be admitted to Bindoon while
those conditions prevailed?

(10) Did he recommend that the subsidies paid to children between the ages of
14 years and 16 years be repaid backdated to 1 January 1948?

(11) Did he recommend that a system of payment be instituted for all boys
engaged in work at home?

(12) Did he recommend that all boys over the age of 16 years be removed from
Bindoon forthwith and be brought to Perth to be outfitted and placed in
positions?

(13) Will the Minister table the report of the institution officer and that of the
senior departmental nurse identified by the Secretary of the Child Welfare
Department on 23 January 1948?

(14) If not, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

Answer provided by the Minister for Community Development -

(1)-(4) Yes.
(5)-(12)

No.
(13)-(14)

Copies of the documents will be forwarded to the member.

CHILDREN - INSTITUTIONAL CARE, UNITED NATIONS
QUESTIONNAIRE 1952

1354. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Community Development:
(1) Did the Premier, Hon R. McLarty, MM, MLA, on 30 June 1952 send to

the Prime Minister's Department answers to a United Nations
questionnaire on the institutional care of children, sent from that
department in Australian Archives file Item 742/1/4 Series A462, the
answers thereto occurring on SAWA ACC 1031 AN 145/1, File 124/28
"Information Required by League of Nations", now United Nations, folios
369-375?

(2) Did question 23 of that questionnaire concern provision for vocational
training?

(3) Did question 24 concern the requirement of children to work for the
institutions and payment for such work?

(4) Did the questionnaire ask about the conditions under which corporal
punishment may be inflicted?

(5) What answers to these three questions did the Premier make?
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(6) Will the Minister for Community Development table the questionnaire

and the Premier's responses to it?
(7) If not, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Community Development -

(1)-(3) Yes.
(4) Question 25 asks about rewards, discipline and regulations.
(5) Question 23 - in some cases boys are taught carpentry, metalwork and

farming, and girls dressmaking and domestic work.
(a) No.
(b) Yes.
Question 24 - No.
Question 25 - Discipline in institutions is generally maintained by the
granting or cancelling of special privileges or entertainments. Corporal
punishment can only be administered in accordance with child welfare
regulations.

(6) Copies of the questionnaire and the Premier's responses will be sent to the
member.

(7) Not applicable.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT - WOOD, ERIC, REDEPLOYMENT

Fletcher, Jan, Position
1363. Hon L.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment representing the Minister

for Health:
In the matter of the redeployment of Mr Eric Wood to the Health Department -
(1) Was Mr Wood notified of his redeployment by Mr Ian Fletcher?
(2) What is Mr Fletcher's position?
(3) What was Mr Wood's previous level and experience in health

administration?
(4) What is Mr Wood's position, level and period of tenure within the Health

Department?
(5) Was the position, Mr Wood has filled, advertised to allow people of the

appropriate level and experience to apply?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Chief of staff in the office of the Premier.
(3) While Mr Wood has no previous experience in health administration, he

has in excess of 30 years' experience in government administration which
includes 20 years' experience at executive level.

(4) Acting Managing Director, Government Health Bureau. This position
attracts a salary package generally equivalent to that of a special 5,
approved by the Public Service Commissioner when the position was
created. With regard to tenure, Mr Wood has been formally transferred to
the Health Department of Western Australia at his substantive
classification level in accordance with section 54 of the Public Sector
Management Act.

(5) No, because the position is currently under review.
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SCHOOLS - WITHERS PRIMARY
Covered Assembly Area

138 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Withers Primary School -

(1) When is it intended that the existing undercover assembly area will get the
required funding for it to be enclosed, so that this can provide for the
school and the local community an all season's utility area for school
assemblies, drama, social and sporting activities?

(2) When are the administration facilities going to be upgraded, in light of the
fact that, at present, the deputy heads have to share an office, there is no
where to conduct interviews or have meetings, and the poor facilities and
the low social profile of the school is having a marked effect on the
student numbers, as potential students are "crossing boundaries" to attend
more attractive schools in the area such as Adam Road Primary and South
Bunbury Primary?

(3) Are there plans to provide the students with a decent sick bay facility?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Withers Primary School has been provided with a standard covered
assembly area similar to those provided to the other primary scnools in
Bunbury and throughout the State. It is not intended to provide central
office funds to convert covered assembly areas to halls.

(2) Currently, the Bunbury District Works Committee does not regard
Withers Primary School as the highest priority in the Bunbury south
education district for an administration upgrade. In these circumstances
an upgrade is unlikely to be undertaken in the short term future. Standard
provision for a class 5 primary school is for the deputy principals to share
an office.

(3) An upgraded sick bay would be considered for inclusion in the
administration upgrade.

ANDERSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT

1394. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has John Anderson, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;

(c) is the position or consultancy current; and

(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(l)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
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ANDERSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT

1395. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:
With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has John Anderson, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and
(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ANDERSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT
1396. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has John Anderson, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public -Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -
(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and
(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DAY, CAROL - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMIENT
1437. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has Carol Day, formerly a consultant to the
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Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and
(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DAY, CAROL - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT
1438. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has Carol Day, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and

(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available infor nation
on consultancies.

DAY, CAROL - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT

1439. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has Carol Day, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consul tancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
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(c) is the position or consultancy current; and
(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
11-2 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
LAWRENCE, CRAIG - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT

1480. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:
With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has Craig Lawrence, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or cons ultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -
(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and
(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
informnation. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
LAWRENCE, CRAIG - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT

148 1. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:
With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has Craig Lawrence, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or cons ultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and
(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1 )-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
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question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
LAWRENCE, CRAIG - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT

1482. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has Craig Lawrence, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and

(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

THOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT
1523. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has John Thompson, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and

(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
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THOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT

1524. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:
With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has John Thompson, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -

(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and
(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

THOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT
1525. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies administered
within the department -

(1) Since 16 February 1993 has John Thompson, formerly a consultant to the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, been
appointed to any position or consultancy?

(2) If so, in each case -
(a) when;
(b) what is the rate of remuneration;
(c) is the position or consultancy current; and
(d) when is the position or consultancy due to cease?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question, about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six Monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

EDUCATION ACT - SECTION 20 ORDERS
1565. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) How many children in Western Australia are currently subject to an order
under section 20 of the Education Act?

3361



(2) How many of those section 20 orders issued by the Minister are exactly
the same as recommended by the Education Department?

(3) How many section 20 orders are currently pending ministerial decision?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1) Three children in Western Australia are currently subject to an order under
section 20 of the Education Act.

(2) All.
(3) No section 20 orders are currently pending ministerial decision.

ANDERSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1573. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with John Anderson, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ANDERSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1575. Hon N.D. GRIIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with John Anderson, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -
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(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DAY, CAROL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1616. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Carol Day, formerly a consultant

to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
1l-2 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide theinformation. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
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consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DAY, CAROL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1617. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Carol Day, formerly a consultant
to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;

(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

DAY, CAROL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1618. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Carol Day, formerly a consultant
to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;

(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;
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(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out

by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

TEACHERS - OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND SPECIFIC
LEARNING DIFFICULTIES

District Officers Facilitating Networking, Country Areas
1661. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Are district officers facilitating the networking between teachers of
students with disabilities and specific learning difficulties, for mutual
support and the sharing of expertise, and in particular to provide support
for country and remote locations?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If yes, how do the district officers achieve this?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) As part of their normal duties. In addition, districts and schools receive

seeding grants to facilitate this, and additional visiting teachers for
students with intellectual disabilities have been provided through Shean
report funds to support these students in country and remote areas.

SCHOOLS - THERAPY SERVICES
1662. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Do current school therapy services negotiations, which relate to students
with disabilities, and that are coordinated by the disability services
organisation, have the objectives of -
(a) developing the most effective working relationships between

therapists and schools;
(b) increasing the availability of therapists; and
(c) improving coordination between therapy service providers?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If yes, how is this achieved?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
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(3) Through the cooperation and collaboration of all stakeholders.

TEACHERS - WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS

1665. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

Teachers are required to sign an individual workplace agreement under a
collective workplace. Can the Minister explain how a workplace agreement can
operate in a collective worksite?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

Workplace agreements must be voluntary. The Education Department can see no
significant impediment in the event of some teachers being party to the agreement
and receiving the benefits while others elect to operate under award conditions at
the one location. The agreement will be implemented to accommodate the
element of choice.

ANDERSON, ROB - HEALTHCARE LINEN

1678. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment representing the Minister
for Health:
I refer the Minister for Health to a question without notice asked by me on 5 April
1995 with regard to Mr Rob Anderson and the Minister for Health's actions -

(1) Did the Minister receive a letter, dated 27 February 1995 from the
Commissioner of Health, Dr Brennan, in which Dr Brennan gave the
reasons why it had been seen as appropriate for Rob Anderson to be
relocated from his position at Healthcare Linen?

(2) What reasons did Dr Brennan give as to why Mr Anderson had been
relocated by Paul Solomon and Minister Foss?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

(1)-(2) 1 refer the member to my answer to question without notice 64 of
30 March 1995.

LAWRENCE, CRAIG - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1684. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Craig Lawrence, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;

(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

LAWRENCE, CRAIG - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1685. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Craig Lawrence, formerly a

consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

LAWRENCE, CRAIG - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1686. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Craig Lawrence, formerly a

consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
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(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

(l)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

LAWRENCE, CRAIG - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1721. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Works:
Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister for Works' department and
each of the bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Craig Lawrence, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;

(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:

The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
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question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

LAWRENCE, CRAIG - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1722. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Services:
Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister for Services' department and
each of the bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Craig Lawrence, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Services has provided the following reply -

(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the informnation sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

THOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1727. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with John Thompson, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;

(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
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(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

THOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1728. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with John Thompson, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the'matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
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31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ThIOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1729. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with John Thompson, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried out
by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

THOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1760. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Disability Services:
Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister for Disability Services'
department and each of the bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with John Thompson, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender
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before the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that
former arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out
in part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a
result of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

THOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1764. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Works:
Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister for Works' department and
each of the bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with John Thompson, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender

before the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that
former arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out
in part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a
result of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
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31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

THOMPSON, JOHN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1765. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Services:
Since 16 February 1993 with respect to the Minister for Services' department and
each of the bodies administered within the department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with John Thompson, formerly a
consultant to the Independent Commission to Review Public Sector
Finances?

(2) If yes, in each case -
(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender

before the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters the subject of the contract been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that
former arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out
in part, or in whole, by the public sector; and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a
result of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Services has provided the following reply -
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ALEXANDER PROUDFOOT PRODUCTIVITY MANAGEMENT COMPANY -
GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1772. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since February 16, 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of
the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Alexander Proudfoot Productivity
Management Company?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;

(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;
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(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ALEXANDER PROUDFOOT PRODUCTIVITY MANAGEMENT COMPANY -
GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1773. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:
Since February 16, 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of
the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Alexander Proudfoot Productivity
Management Company?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
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ALEXANDER PROUDFOOT PRODUCTFIVITY MANAGEMENT COMPANY -
GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1774. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
Since February 16, 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of
the bodies administered within that department -
(1) Has any contract been entered into with Alexander Proudfoot Productivity

Management Company?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ALEXANDER PROUDFOOT PRODUCTIVITY MANAGEMENT COMPANY -
GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1805. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Disability Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Disability Services'
department and each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Alexander Proudfoot Productivity
Management Company?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
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out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ALEXANDER PROUDFOOT PRODUCTIVITY MANAGEMENT COMPANY -
GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1809. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Works:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Works' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Alexander Proudfoot Productivity
Management Company?

(2) If yes, in each case -
(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
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ALEXANDER PROUDFOOT PRODUCIVITY MANAGEMENT COMPANY -
GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1810. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Services' department and
each of thr. bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Alexander Proudfoot Productivity
Management Company?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Services has provided the following reply -

(1 )-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ARTHUR ANDERSEN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
18 15. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Arthur Anderson & Co?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
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out by someone else, who was that person and why was that ioriner
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ARTHUR ANDERSEN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1816. Hon N.D. GRIHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Arthur Anderson & Co?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ARTHUR ANDERSEN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1817. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Arthur Anderson & Co?
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(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
()()I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ARTHUR ANDERSEN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1848. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Disability Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Disability Services'
department and each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Arthur Anderson & Co?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
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required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ARTHUR ANDERSEN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1852. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Works:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Works' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Arthur Anderson & Co?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -

(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

ARTHUR ANDERSEN - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1853. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Services' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Arthur Anderson & Co?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
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(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Services has provided the following reply -
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
BDO NELSON PARKHILL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1858. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with BDO Nelson Parkhill?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formnerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
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basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
BDO NELSON PARKHILL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1859. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with BDO Nelson Parkhill?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
BDO NELSON PARKHILL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1860. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with BDO Nelson Parkhill?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;
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(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
BDO NELSON PARKHILL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1891. Hon N.D. GRIFF1THS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Disability Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Disability Services'
department and each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with BDO Nelson Parkhill?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -
(1 )-(2) I anm not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
BDO NELSON PARKHILL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1895. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Works:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Works' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -
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(1) Has any contract been entered into with BDO Nelson Parkhill?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out inl
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular con sultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

BDO NELSON PARKHILL - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1896. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for F inance representing the Minister for

Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Services' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with BDO Nelson Parkhill?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

3384 [COUNCIL]



[Thursday, 18 May 1995] 38

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Services has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

BIRD CAMERON - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1901. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Bird Cameron?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1 )-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

BIRD CAMERON - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1902. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Bird Cameron?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
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(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the
contract;

(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before
the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

BIRD CAMERON - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1903. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Bird Cameron?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1 )-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the informnation sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
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BIRD CAMERON - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1934. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Disability Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Disability Services'
department and each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Bird Cameron?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

.BIRD CAMERON - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1938. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Works:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Works' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Bird Cameron?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;
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(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

BIRD CAMERON - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1939. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Services' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Bird Cameron?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Services has provided the following reply -

(l)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
COOPERS & LYBRAND - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1945. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -
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(1) Has any contract been entered into with Coopers & Lybrand?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
COOPERS & LYBRAND - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1946. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Coopers & Lybrand?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
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question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
COOPERS & LYBRAND - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1947. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Coopers & Lybrand?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

COOPERS & LYBRAND - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1978. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Disability Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Disability Services'
department and each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Coopers & Lybrand?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

3390 [COUNCIL]



[Thursday, 18 May 1995] 39

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
COOPERS & LYBRAND - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT

1982. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Works:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Works' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Coopers & Lybrand?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will providc the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.
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COOPERS & LYBRAND - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1983. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Services' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with Coopers & Lybrand?
(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Services has provided the following reply -

1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

COUNTY NATWEST - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1988. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with County NatWest Corporate
Finance Australia Limited?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
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out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

COUNTY NATWEST - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1989. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Employment and Training:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with County NatWest Corporate
Finance Australia Limited?

(2) If yes, in each case -
(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

COUNTY NATWEST - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
1990. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department -
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(1) Has any contract been entered into with County NatWest Corporate
Finance Australia Limited?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector-, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular con sultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

COUNTY NATWEST - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2021. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Disability Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Disability Services'
department and each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with County NatWest Corporate
Finance Australia Limited?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?
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Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Disability Services has provided the following reply -
(1)-(2) 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be

required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

COUNTY NATWEST - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2025. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Works:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Works' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with County NatWest Corporate
Finance Australia Limited?

(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Works has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

COUNTY NATWEST - GOVERNMENT CONTRACT
2026. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Services:
Since 16 February 1993, with respect to the Minister for Services' department and
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) Has any contract been entered into with County NatWest Corporate
Finance Australia Limited?
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(2) If yes, in each case -

(a) what is the date of the contract;
(b) what is the cost to the Government of the contract;
(c) what goods and/or services are to be provided pursuant to the

contract;
(d) were the matters, the subject of the contract, put out to tender before

the contract was awarded and if so when, what process was
employed and if not, why not;

(e) had the matters, the subject of the contract, been formerly carried
out by someone else, who was that person and why was that former
arrangement discontinued;

(f) were the matters, the subject of the contract, formerly carried out in
part, or in whole, by the public sector, and

(g) how many full time equivalents have left the public sector as a result
of the awarding of the contract?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Services has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. In addition, the Government recently released its report on
consultants engaged by government for the six months ended
31 December 1994. This report will now be prepared on a six monthly
basis and will provide the member with the readily available information
on consultancies.

WESTRAIL - ALBANY DEPOT, LOCOMOTIVE DRIVERS RELOCATED TO
WAGIN DEPOT; TRAINS, 11I HOUR SHIFTS

2028. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:
Is it proposed to relocate the existing locomotive drivers from the Albany depot to
Wagin and to operate all trains on an 11 hour shift basis?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I acknowledge receipt of the member's memorandum of 10 May 1995 regarding
this question and agree the answers are now not required.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE EMPLOYEES
2430. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Local Government:
How many members of the senior executive service are employed within each
department or agency within the Minister's portfolio areas?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following reply -

With regard to the Department of Local Government, there are three senior
executive service employees.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE EMPLOYEES
2432. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Aboriginal Affairs:
How many members of the senior executive service are employed within each
department or agency within the Minister's portfolio areas?
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Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has provided the following reply -

Five.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

EDUCATION - ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER STUDIES
299. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Education:

(1) Does the Minister share the view of his Liberal Party colleague Hon P.R.
Lightfoot that proposals to require the introduction of an Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander studies program in primary and secondary schools
and post-secondary institutions would be "preposterous" because, in
Mr Lightfoot' s words, "We will be forced to study a culture that some
people find distasteful"?

(2) Will the Minister dissociate himself from the suggestion that Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander culture is distasteful?

(3) What steps will the Minister take to ensure the availability of Aboriginal
studies programs for schools in Western Australia?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(3) As I understand it, last night in this House Hon Ross Lightfoot read out a

recommendation which states -
The Commonwealth Government should make it a condition of
education funding that States and Territories introduce Aboriginal
and Tonres Strait Islander Studies in all primary and secondary
schools and post-secondary institutions.

Two points need to be made about that. Firstly, if it is a condition of
commonwealth funding that the States carry out this form of study, one could
conceivably argue that commonwealth funding should be conditional upon the
States doing any sort of study in their schools, and I do not support that
proposition. The Commonwealth Government is seeking increasingly to put
strings on any funding which we receive for education and many other things in
this State, and that means at the end of the day that the Commonwealth
Government is the de facto operator of education in Western Australia, and I am
sure even the Leader of the Opposition would not support that proposition. I see
the Leader of the Opposition nodding his head in agreement, and I am pleased to
have his support on this occasion, so no doubt he supports the proposition that the
Commonwealth Government should not make it a condition of education funding
that we have an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander studies program in all our
schools, because that will create an unfortunate precedent for what can or cannot
be taught in our schools.
I do not have a problem with whether schools should teach Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander studies; in fact, at the state level, we are looking at Aboriginal
studies as a course for all students in Western Australia. My only concern is that
the curriculum is balanced and does not seek to portray one side of what is often a
very emotive argument. That course will be introduced as part of the curriculum
in all Western Australian primary and secondary schools, although I do not know
that it will be a compulsory unit for every child.
In regard to whether I find Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture
distasteful, I am not an expert on Aboriginal culture. Some of the activities that I
am told were practised in Aboriginal culture and society prior to European
colonisation I do not find altogether attractive from the point of view of my
lifestyle. Many of the punishments that are inflicted upon Aboriginal people for
various offences against Aboriginal tradition and law I do not find attractive. To
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spear a person in the leg for doing something which is against an Aboriginal law I
find distasteful and not an appropriate penalty for the offences to which that
penalty is applicable. It is not a question of whether I find Aboriginal culture
distasteful. There are some things in Aboriginal culture that I would not like to be
part of my culture. When we are talking about cultural attitudes, Hon Ross
Lightfoot is entitled to his view, as is Hon Tom Stephens and as am I. I do not
find the study of Aboriginal culture distasteful but I find some things in
Aboriginal culture distasteful.

HASSELL, BILL - QUIT CAMPAIGN DOCUMENTS
Premier, Communications with "The West Australian"

300. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:
In a facsimile to The West Australian on 3 February 1995, Western Australia's
Agent General in London, Bill Hassell, again blasted that newspaper for daring to
criticise his campaign to obtain Quit campaign documents, saying the paper's
coverage was "biased, malicious towards me, inaccurate, and in part I believe,
defamatory".
(1) Did the Premier have any communications with The West Australian to

support his close friend Mr Hassell?
(2) Did he ring, write or discuss the issue with any member of the

newspaper's management or board?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Premier has provided
the following response -

(1) On 16 December 1994 I wrote to Mamie McKimmie in relation to
questions she had raised with me on this matter.

(2) No.
CALM - KANGAROO SHOOTER, ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES INQUIRY

301. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Have Department of Conservation and Land Management officers,

including Kevin Morrison and Peter Mawson, been advised of illegal
activities by a licensed kangaroo shooter who is shooting female
kangaroos and selling the joeys?

(2) When and how many times has CALM been informed and given evidence
of the actions of this licensed shooter?

(3) What action, if any, has CALM taken?
(4) If none, why not?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Departmental officers have received reports of alleged illegal activities by

a kangaroo shooter involving the sale of juvenile kangaroos without an
appropriate licence.

(2) Similar allegations were passed to the Department of Conservation and
Land Management on one occasion in 1994 and on one occasion two or
three years previously. No evidence in support of the allegations was
provided at either of these times. One person who claimed to have bought
a juvenile kangaroo in 1994 was not prepared to provide a statement or
give evidence to assist CALM with further inquiries.

(3)-(4) Investigations into the allegations were conducted on both occasions. The
kangaroo shooter and a number of associated people were interviewed.
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The kangaroo shooter denied the allegations, and in the absence of any
evidence in support of the allegations, no legal proceedings could be
initiated.

POLICE - CIB AND FRAUD SQUAD
Formal Complaints, Recording Protocols; Fraud Documents, Retention Period

302. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister
for Police:
(1) What protocols were in place in 1990 in the Criminal Investigations

Bureau and the Fraud Squad in regard to recording formal complaints of
fraud made to officers in those branches?

(2) For how long are records of interview and supporting documents kept
after a complaint is made?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for Police has
provided the following reply, and the Commissioner of Police has advised as
follows -

(1) All formal complaints received at the Fraud Squad in 1990 were received
by a complaints officer. This officer would submit a written report and
the details of the offence were put on an "ansaphone" system which was
later transcribed onto an offence recording system.

(2) All fraud documents are kept for seven years, except those for offences
valued at over $ 100 000, which are kept for 20 years.

ANGLICARE - JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF, FUNDING REQUEST
303. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Has the Attorney General or the Ministry of Justice received a request for
financial assistance from Anglicare to fund, or part fund, its child access
program?

(2) If yes, will the Attorney General provide financial assistance to Anglicare
for this program?

(3) If no to (2), why not?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) The Ministry of Justice has committed all of its non-government funds for

1994-95.
BUNBURY PORT AUTHORITY - CULLITY TIMBERS, RETAIL

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
304. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister for Transport:

In February this year the Bunbury Port Authority indicated that it was considering
a proposal for a retail development by Cullity Timbers on port authority land.
(1) Will this proposal still go ahead?
(2) If yes, when will the development start?
(3) If no, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
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(1)-(2) No formal proposal has been received from Cullity Timbers.
(3) Not applicable.

FIRE BRIGADE - DECOMMISSIONING OF FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT
305. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister representing the Minister for Emergency

Services:
Will the Minister explain why his department has ordered the decommissioning
of firefighting equipment from April to October in the metropolitan area when
statistics show that the number of fires during these months is only slightly less
than during the summer months and many of the fires during April to October are
property fires in the metropolitan area?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for Emergency
Services has provided the following reply -
The temporary withdrawal of two secondary appliances from the Fremantle and
Welshpool fire stations is to enable the station officers skills enhancement
program to be undertaken which will provide these officers with essential training
to enhance their skills and thereby provide a better service to the community.
The WAFBB has selected the months from April to September to conduct
additional training as annual statistical evidence has shown that there is a
significant decrease in incidents attended by the WAFBB of 32 per cent during
this time. Property fires occur at all times throughout the year. During the period
from January to December 1994, the busiest months for property fire incidents
within the metropolitan fire district were January, March and December.

BUSH FIRES BOARD
306. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister representing the Minister for Emergency

Services:
What steps has the Minister taken to restore confidence in the administration of
the Bush Fires Board in the light of the fact that -
(a) the Volunteer Fire Brigade Association recently passed a motion of no

confidence in the deputy fire chief, Mr K. Cuneo; and
(b) the CEO, Mr Peter Mew, has been sent on leave pending an investigation

of financial maladministration?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for Emergency
Services has provided the following reply -

Mr K. Cuneo is not an employee of the Bush Fires Board, and the Volunteer Fire
Brigade Association is not in any way associated with the Bush Fires Board or
bush fire brigade volunteers.
Mr Peter Mew is not on leave from the Bush Fires Board. On 5 April 1995 the
Public Sector Management Office advised the Chairman of the Bush Fires Board
that following an examination of the position of chief executive officer it had
been revealed than an oversight occurred in the 1992 amendments to the Bush
Fires Act in relation to the newly created position of chief executive officer. Prior
to the 1992 amendments to the Bush Fires Act 1954, the organisation was headed
by the director, who was Mr Peter Mew. Unfortunately the amendments did not
provide transitional arrangements to ensure that the incumbent at the time was
able to continue in the newly created position of chief executive officer. As a
result of this, it appears that the position of chief executive officer has been
vacant since the time of its creation. On receipt of this advice, the chairman has
taken the appropriate action and the Public Sector Management Office is assisting
the board to resolve this situation.
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Mr Mew was immediately advised that for his own protection he should cease and
desist immediately any action related to the position of chief executive officer, in
particular those powers and directions related to the management of finance,
employment and purchasing. There is a requirement for the position of Chief
Executive Officer of the Bush Fires Board to be advertised and the selected
applicant appointed to this position. The result of the examination of the status of
the chief executive officer position is that Mr Mew has effectively become a
redeployee and as such has exercised his right and has applied for redundancy.
A number of allegations have been made against Mr Mew. The appropriate
authorities are investigating this matter and as such it would not be inappropriate
to comment on this issue.

WOYLLES - PORT KENNEDY, TRAPPING SURVEY
307. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for the Environment:

I refer the Minister to a letter addressed to all members of Parliament from the
Conservation Council of Western Australia, dated 11 May 1995, and headed "Port
Kennedy - Woylie Trapping Survey", and which concludes, "He has denied
natural justice to those he accused of wrongdoing by making an attack under
parliamentary privilege. He should either proceed immediately to lay charges for
breaches of the Wildlife Conservation Act or publicly apologise to those he has
defamed." Does the Minister now intend to apologise?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
Quite the contrary! Clearly, I did not accuse anyone of anything. Unfortunately,
it is a case of the Conservation Council thinking that the cap fits and wearing it. I
made a number of points: First, that the Wildlife Conservation Act applies to
everyone. It does not mean that the Conservation Council, the people at Port
Kennedy, or anyone else is exempt from the Act. People may not trap animals; in
particular they may not trap endangered species without a licence. A licence was
granted to the Port Kennedy group, and it was specifically not to trap endangered
species. The licence also contained a condition that, if by chance endangered
species were trapped, first, they would be immediately released and, second, the
Department of Conservation and Land Management would be notified. If an
endangered species were found dead, that also had to be forthwith notified to
CALM.
Thousands of woylies have been trapped by CALM over the years, but not one
has ever died. However, a woylie was trapped in a trap set by the Port Kennedy
group and it died. It is the first one to my knowledge that has died in a trap.
Then, contrary to the terms of the licence, the woylie was not reported to CALM
but was taken to the Western Australian Museum. The person who took it there
gave instructions to the Museum not to tell anyone about it. That event should
have been reported immediately; yet the person said that no-one should be told.
Mr Anderton then announced to the Press that he intended to trap woylies that
night. The licence did not allow the trapping of woylies; yet he announced that he
would trap woylies that night. One was found that night. Did he release it
immediately in accordance with the licence? No, he rang the media. The media
attended and had the opportunity to look at the woylie before CALM was told,
and then before CALM had an opportunity to look at the woylie it was released.
That is an undeniable fact.
I do not believe the third point is directed at the Conservation Council; it has tried
on the cap and worn it. However, during the course of the trapping, the traps
were interfered with. I do not know who interfered with them; if I did, a
prosecution would commence. One problem is that when traps are removed in
the middle of the night it is difficult to know who removed them. The traps were
removed and stacked out of sight beneath the undergrowth. Third, another woylie
died during these events. In the end, three woylies died.
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The important point is that I carefully did not accuse anyone of anything. The
Conservation Council has tried on the cap and decided to wear it. I could have
gone further and tried to speculate why these things happened, and so on. I
carefully did not do that. I certainly do not intend to give anyone an apology, nor
do I wish anyone to get the idea that if the Wildlife Conservation Act is breached
it can be done by saying that a person's role is something special. No-one is
special when it comes to the Act. We have had calumny and all sorts of
accusations against the CALM staff involved. Dr Start is the head of the national
woylie recovery team. He is recognised as a national scientist and for the fact
that, in the time he has been working on this project, the situation has changed
from woylies being endangered and difficult to find, to the achievement of a
highly successful recovery program. In the dryandra forest they exist in large
numbers. There is every possibility that within two years they will be taken off
the endangered list. Some people think they can ignore the terms of licences and
ignore proper behaviour because they think they know better and can makce
accusations.
I have not made accusations. I was very careful not to do so. It is outrageous that
the Conservation Council has written in the terms it has, making accusations
when nobody has yet come forward and given the slightest possible justification
for that person to think he knows better and is entitled to capture endangered
species and to ignore the terms of a licence, and as a result of that can accuse
others of improper behaviour. It is disgraceful.

WOYLIES - PORT KENNEDY, TRAPPING SURVEY
308. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:

Will the Minister assist in ensuring that his statement regarding the woylies is
debated in this House in the near future so that the other side of the argument can
be put on the public record?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
The matter of the business of this House is handled by the Leader of the House. It
is not in my hands.
Hon Tom Stephens: I always thought it was in your hands. You seemed to run
everything here.
Hon PETER FOSS: We will deal with the business of this House in the way in
which it seems appropriate for the Government to do so.

SCHOOLS - TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH
Life Skills Program

309. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Education:
Why have students at the Toodyay District High School been denied the
opportunity to participate in a life skills program this year?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I do not know whether students have been denied access to anything. If they
have, I would like to know the details.

EDUCATION - ASSISTANCE FOR ISOLATED CHILDREN
310. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Education:

Is it correct that the action of this Government in cancelling the bypass status of
some country high schools has resulted in hundreds of families in rural areas
being denied assistance under the Commonwealth Government's assistance for
isolated children grants?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
No.
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COAL - COLLIE-BUNBURY, RAIL TRANSPORT
311. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Can the Minister confirm that coal will be transported by rail from Collie
to the Bunbury power station?

(2) If yes, when did Western Power abandon its announced preference to
transport coal by road for a trial period of four months?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1)-(2) The negotiations between Western Power and Westrail are continuing

regarding the price of transporting coal from Collie to Bunbury. The
decision has been made that it will remain on rail.

PSYCHIATRISTS - SHORTAGE
312. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

I have given some notice of this question.
(1) Can the Minister confirm the accuracy of the report in The West

Ausrralian on 17 May 1995 that his predecessor, Hon Peter Foss, was
called on to take immediate action to deal with a shortage of psychiatrists?

(2) Can the Minister confirm that his predecessor failed to answer the call?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(2) This is a peculiar question. I did not have any notice of the question or of

what the Minister knows. I have some personal knowledge, but I do not
seem to have been asked about that.

STATESHIPS - FUNDING
313. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to question on notice 1300 to which I received a response today. As
Stateships received as at 1 May 1995 $15.909m of its $16m allocation, when did
Stateships receive the additional $1 .4m to clear a proportion of its overdraft
facility?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I do not know. However, I do know that the Auditor General, as a consequence
of the persistent and pointed questions, accusations and inferences by the Leader
of the Opposition, has carried out an investigation of Stateships. His office has
advised Stateships that the audit of its affairs shows that Stateships is 100 per cent
accurate in the way it has carried out its business. The department has also
advised that the cost of doing that has been substantial.

DWELLINGUP - CARAVAN PARK DEVELOPMENT
314. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for the Environment:

I refer the Minister to an answer to a question without notice on 17 May 1995
with regard to the working group for the caravan park development in
Dwellingup. I ask -

(1) Were the members on the working group, whom the Minister identifies as
representing the local community and the Dwellingup Progress
Association, actually nominated by the Dwellingup Progress Association
to be its representatives, or were they asked to be on the working group as
private individuals?

(2) How many times has the working group met since its inception, on what
dates, and will the Minister table the minutes?

(3) Is the Minister aware that the Dwellingup residents have signed two
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petitions with over 100 names on each in an attempt to acquire more
information on this large scale project?

(4) If so, what has been the Minister's response to those petitions?
(5) Will the Minister investigate the community's concern that its members

are not being sufficiently informed?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) The working group members were chosen to provide the most appropriate

representation of the parties interested in the project, and included the
elected president of the Dwellingup Progress Association, Mr Gunnar
Homum.

(2) The working group has met on two occasions: 21 November 1994 and
14 December 1994. I undertake to supply the member with copies of the
minutes of those meetings.

(3) Yes.
(4) In response to the petition of October 1992, the then Minister for the

Environment, Mr Jim McGinty, rejected the claim in the petition that the
Dwellingup community had not been consulted or had not participated in
any aspect of the proposal, but gave some commitments to ensure ongoing
community involvement. In my response to the petition of January 1995,
I confirmed by belief that the community had adequate and fair
representation through the working group established by my predecessor,
Hon Kevin inson, and had reasonable opportunity to make comments
and influence the scope of the proposal.

(5) No. I am confident that the community has been adequately informed.
TAFE - AUSTUDY, PAYMENTS CANCELLED BY DEET

315. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Further to question 240 of 10 May 1995, in which the Minister stated that there
was no set date for the submission of a schedule of TAFE courses to the
Department of Education, Employment and Training for the purpose of Austudy
approval -

(1) Is the Minister aware that the students have received letters from the
DEET to say that their Austudy has been cancelled because TAFE has not
computed the enrolments by the due time?

(2) If so, what will the Minister do to rectify the situation?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) No.
(2) 1 understand there is a process agreed between the Department of Training

and the Austudy Mobile Review Team of DEBT for the verification of
student Austudy eligibility, and that this process has been adhered to for
semester one, 1995. I also understand that on occasions, where students'
Austudy payments were inaccurately withdrawn, TAFE staff members
have contacted DEET to rectify the situation.

ADOPTION - INFORMATION VETOES
316. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister representing the Minister for

Community Development:
In response to my question on notice 1204, in which I asked a series of questions
about information vetoes on adoption contacts, the Minister replied that these
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figures have to be counted manually and this could not be done within the time
allowed. What does the Minister mean by "within the time allowed"?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for
Community Development has provided the following reply: This refers to the
time between when the question was received and when the response was
required.

TAXI INDUSTRY - IDENTIFICATION PROBLEM
317. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Transport:

Is the Minister aware of concerns of taxi users that many taxi drivers no longer
have any identification in place in the taxi vehicles because no procedure now
exists for issuing such identification, and does the Minister believe this poses a
threat to the safety of women and children using those vehicles, particularly late
at night?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I am not aware that identification is not provided. I will take it up with the
Chairman of the Taxi Industry Board and ensure that if that is the case, something
is done about it. A number of changes are being implemented within the industry
about which the board is currently negotiating with members of the industry. I
am surprised to hear that identification is not available. I will take it up forthwith.

WATER AUTHORITY - SEWERAGE INFILL PROGRAM
Contractors, Work Complaints Procedure

318. Hon SAM PIANTADOSI to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Will the Minister outline the procedure for the lodging of complaints by

ratepayers of faulty or bad workmanship by contractors carrying out work
on the infill sewerage program?

(2) Once these complaints are lodged, who is responsible for rectifying these
complaints?

(3) What number of days, weeks or months must pass before this work is
rectified?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The procedure is to contact the Water Authority, which is responsible for

rectification.
(2) There is a double responsibility: First, the responsibility of the Water

Authority to see that the contractor rectifies and, second, the responsibility
of the contractor to rectify it.

(3) If they are taking a long time I would be very disappointed, because I have
set up procedures whereby there is a time line once a person raises a
complaint.

Hon Sam Piantadosi: You do not even answer personal letters.
Hon PETER FOSS: One person who is not responsible for fixing up the work, is
me.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: You have not privatised your responsibility yet.
Hon PETER FOSS: I accept that I am the Minister for Water Resources and I
have ministerial responsibility. One of the interesting things I have been noticing
is the number of unusual questions, especially those that have been pumped out
by the computer of Hon Tom Stephens. On many occasions I suspect he does not
read the answers to them. A statutory authority has been set up. I was reading in
Odgers' Senate Practice about the set up of a statutory authority. Although I
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have ultimate responsibility, and I takce it, one of the responsibilities a Minister
has is to take special action. I suggest Hon Tom Stephens read Odgers' Senate
Practice. By setting up a statutory authority one expects a certain amount of
autonomy.
Hon Tom Stephens: So does the community.
Hon PETER FOSS: That is why I took the action I did. We have here an
independent Water Authority and it is appropriate that the detailed responsibility -

Hon Tom Stephens: It is your problem.
Hon PETER FOSS: It is not.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: It is.
Hon PETER FOSS: It is not.
The PRESIDENT: Order! "It is; it is not"; where the devil do members think
they are?
Hon PETER FOSS: It is appropriate in a democracy. I note that under the
previous Government statutory authorities were there only to be cash cows to
hand over money to its mates, but we accept there is some meaning in the fact
that they are separate statutory authorities. As late as today I again reiterated to
the Water Authority that one of the most important things is the verification
program, which is patently obvious. I set up a program whereby complaints can
be dealt with. This has to be worked through, and I will make certain there is a
final time line by which the matter must be referred to me.
By leave, Hon Peter Foss (Minister for the Environment) tabled a document in
relation to question on notice 7, answered on Tuesday, 16 May.
[See paper No 366.1
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